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Wayne Hingston, will speak on potting media for orchids .
Over time many potting media have come and gone. Some have
disappeared because the ingredients became scarce or
unavailable, some just did not work well for a variety of reasons.
Some have endured. We all have our favourites, but what
matters is what works for your plants under your conditions.
Don’t miss this program. The health of your plants and your
pocketbook may depend on it.

Note: Orchidfest August 2 featuring J&L Orchids and H&R
Orchids. Also coming to SOOS: November 1, Henry Oakley from Great Britain on Lycastes.
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SOOS President 6s

Hello fellow orchid lovers. This column is being
started right after our most recent monthly meeting
(April 5). We contributors to the wonderful SOOS
newsletter have been asked if we could submit our
work early for the June issue. So if some of what you
read here seems dated, it is!

In one of your feedback emails, | was requested to
not faint. Ever the dutiful officer of the society, |
complied. Another member asked me ¢ yes me! qif |
could analyze a problem she was having with an
orchid. My advice was to either call one of our
experts (for which solution | provided contact
numbers) or to bring the plant in for Doug Kennedy,
2dz2NJ Gh NOKAR 5200G2NE =X
afterwards made an announcement at the meeting
and | want to pass it on to everyone, as it is
important. If you have a problem orchid, please
bring in a leaf or the whole plant, but contain
whatever you bring in inside a clear, plastic bag,
which is sealed. If Doug, or you, or anyone else
touches the plant, or if the exposed orchid touches
another orchid at the meeting, the infection or pest
could spread. So by all means bring your problems to
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wrap it first.

Several other of you have come to me, one-on-one,

to have a chat. You range from newcomers to
members of the executive. Some of what you tell me
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R bBvayppprpadkedsyesterday by one of our members
to ask what an interested party could do in memory

of Gary. This dovetailed with my own interest. So
here is the scoop: if you wish to help defray the costs
of the trophy, please make a donation to the society,
via our treasurer, Liz McAlpine, and let her know that
this is the reason for your contribution.

On the conservation front, by the end of May, the
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(Cypripedium parviflorumvar. makasin, at The
Brickworks will start (have started). Tristan lafolla

and | motored out to Whitby on May 7 to fetch the

[ I ReidAdts from Rick Woolger, grower par
excellencelt is a real pleasure to visit a bedroom
community with older, smaller, cared-for homes,
avBhSargeltrgeRandenip@lbtsl S 2y & 5 2 dz3

And in a related vein, because of the incredible
turnout at the 2009 Valentine Day show, our bank
balance is very healthy. So in June, the members of
your board will bring ideas forward for possible
donations from the society to worthy, and orchid-
related causes. It could be to another orchid society,
to the American Orchid Society (AOS), to preserve
and protect orchid habitat, and so on. The discussion
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Finally, | hope you will agree with my assessment

that the Show (& Tell) Table is humming these days.
We have worked to make sure that there is a healthy
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balance between the details which the experts crave,
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bring good ideas to our board, or even put them in Iryna Bonya, who runs this aspect of our meetings, |

place. Some of what | hear is delicate, and involves think we are on target. When you see Mario in a jolly

differing views which, if combined, result in a mood, as he was on May 3 doing the showing and

reaction similar to fusing matter and anti-matter. telling, surely that is proof of my assertion!

Despite what you may thin.k, the- SO0 president is . When you do contact me: asimina@sympatico.ca or

no dictator; S/hf r_nay be primus Inter par,eE AE ,N:] o T,ﬁl%}§4g—7907, oy buttonhole me at the meetings. _
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while | want you to speak to me, and | do listen to

what you say, at times you may or even will be

disappointed that your hoped for idea is not being

implemented, or your grievance seems to go on with

no attempt to rectify it.

As you may be aware, SOOS voted to create a trophy
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Coming Events

June

6, Toronto Centre judging, Toronto Botanical
Garden, 1 pm.

14, SOOS meeting Toronto Botanical Garden 12 noon

JU'y 4, Toronto Centre judging, Toronto Botanical
Garden, 1 pm.

August 2, SOOS Orchid Fest and
Toronto Centre judging, Toronto
Botanical Garden, 10 am-4pm. we will

have 2 guest speakers. Each will accept pre-orders
for plants, and each will bring other orchids for sale
the day of the festivities

{ J&L Orchids:

9 there will be a 10% discount for pre-orders,
which should be received no later than July
21

I orders may be via email, phone, or fax

 if the online shopping cart is used, under
"Special Instructions", make a note that the
plants are to be picked up at the SOOS
Summerfest in Toronto

9 the shopping cart will not show the
discount, but will include shipping. When
J&L applies charges to the credit card, the
discount is applied, but no shipping charges
are placed on the order.
http://www.jlorchids.com

 H&R Nurseries:

I there will be a list of available orchids
provided specifically for Toronto

preorders will be taken up to July 3

I pricing is to be determined (in terms of
incidentals such
as discounts, customs, taxes and freight, for
example)

I for plants brought for sale on August 2, the

prices will be as priced at the event:
WYSIWYG

 if anyoneisinterested in wholesale and
volumes, please contact Harry Akagi
at hya@hrnurseries.com

http://www.hrnurseries.com/

September

5, Toronto Centre judging, Toronto Botanical
Garden, 1 pm.

6, SOOS meeting Toronto Botanical Garden 12 noon

26-27, Central Ontario Orchid Society Show and
Toronto Centre October judging, Camebridge.

27, SO0S meeting Toronto Botanical Garden 12 noon

October

October 15 - 18th, 2009, Canadian Orchid Congress
Annual Meeting , Symposium and Fraser Valley
Orchid Society Show & Sale, at the George Preston
Recreation Centre, 20699 42nd Ave, Langley, British
Columbia.

October 14 -18, 2009, AOS members meeting and
Southland Orchid Show at the Huntington Library,
California.

24-25, ECOS Show, Montreal

November

1, SOOS meeting Toronto Botanical Garden 12 noon,

Speaker Henry Oakley on Lycastes.

7, Toronto Centre judging, Toronto Botanical
Garden, 1 pm.

AQS Judging Results
Manitoba Orchid Show Mar 27/09

Lepanthes quadricornis ‘Lana Marie' CCM-AQS 82
pts., Kyle Lucyk

Rhynchosophrocattleya Laurie 'Winnie' CCM -AOS 84
pts., Jerry & Caroline Lenover


http://www.jlorchids.com/
mailto:hya@hrnurseries.com
http://www.hrnurseries.com/

Ottawa Orchid Show Apr. 25/09
Artistic Certificate 90 pts., Les orchidophiles de
Montreal

Epidendrum escobarianum 'Mario Mireault' CCM-
AQOS 89 pts., Mario Mireault

Masdevallia Northern Angel 'Conni's B-Day' HCC-AOS
79 pts., (Angel Glow x Southern Sun) Mario & Conni
Ferrusi

Sophrocattleya Cherry Bee ‘le Sing" HCC-AQOS 77 pts.,
(C. Cherry Chip x Sc. Beaufort) Eric & Ellen Lee

Toronto Judging Centre, May

Masdevallia Falcon Sunrise "John Hainsworth's
Hellfire® AM-AQS 82 pts., (Falcata x ignea) Mario &
Conni Ferrusi

Maxillaria guareimensis CHM-AOS 82 pts., Doug &
Terry Kennedy

Other Judging News. At the American Orchid Society

members meeting in Houston, Texas, Toronto
Centre members Joyce Medcalf from the Kingston
area and Gail Schwarz from Nova Scotia were
advanced from Student to Probationary judge. Also,
Jeanne Kaeding from the Rochester area gained

Accredited status. Congratulations.

News from the AOS members meeting in

Houston, Texas, April 22 ¢ 26 Your society is
affiliated with the American Orchid Society along
with most North American orchid groups. The AOS
maintains a headquarters in its own building along
with an orchid garden in Delray Beach, Florida. AOS
is principally a member organisation, its monthly
Lldzo £t AOF GA2Y WhNDKARAQ
membership. AOS also runs the North American
orchid judging system, our Toronto Centre is a part
of that system. Affiliation with the AOS provides us
with the AOS judging of our annual show, and gives
us a valuable connection to the North American
orchid world. AOS holds two members meetings a
year in different places at which its various
committees meet to transact their business. The
this
accompanied by a show, a sales area and a lecture

spring meeting year in Houston was

program all in an airport area hotel. Someone asked
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me how | liked Texas. | had to admit that all | saw of
Texas was between the airport and the hotel.
However, there were some interesting meetings.

AOS reported that its membership continues to
decline and that it has had to borrow from its
funds to meet costs.

restricted operating

Management is continuing to reduce costs.

At the affiliated societies breakfast there was an
interesting presentation by the South Florida
societies on how they are coordinating efforts
between their local societies jointly doing such
speakers, training new

things as bringing in

leadership and assisting AOS. They use Google

calendar as a coordinating tool.

There were interesting talks on Disas, Stanhopeas,
warm growing Odontoglossums, and Sobralias.

Lastly our own Mario Ferrusi was elected to the
Board of Trustees of AOS. Congratulations and thank
you Mario. Mario now takes over as your AOS
representative.

Results of the Toronto Artistic Orchid

Association Show. As reported in the last
ySsat SGGSNI w2S hQwS3ly
Chee Chong and Henry Glowka put in the display
that won the AOS Show trophy. Plants were
contributed by Chee and the following ribbon
winners:

Yvonne Schreiber: 1%. For Paphiopedilum Salvador
51t A W @& phagn@Pdadiunmgrande; 2™ for
Dendrobium parishii; 3", For Lycaste cochleata.

Clajr Brawn: 1%. Oncidiu Trichocentrum) Bertha .
lair grawn: L Rnsidim, (Jrichocentrym), Bectha o
Kindelan x stramineum.

John Vermeer: Z"d.Brassolaeliocattleya(PoweIIara)
Magic.

Aina Balodis: 2™. Cattleya guatemalensis; 3".

Colmanara (Odontocidium) WildcatQ . 2 6 O} i QK

Jay Norris: 1%. Laeliacattleya (Guarisophleya) Gold
Digger ; 1. Sophrolaeliocattley (Guarisophleya)

Little Hazel ; 3rd.Psychopsis versteegianum.
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Henry Glowka: 2", Psychopsis Memoria Bill Carter;

1%.Best Oncidium, Oncidium Sharry Baby W{ 6 S S

CNJ 3 NI ¥.0e8d@Bium thobile hybrid; 3.
5SYRNRBOAdZY hNASY Gl €

w2 S h Q. Bralhenodsis Brother Golden
Potential; 2" Oncidioda Pacific Pagan

Congratulations and thank you everybody

SOOS Display in Ottawa by Wayne Eyles photo by Terry Kennedy
Programme Notes by Inge Poot:

On May 3, 2009, Doug Kennedy gave an interesting
presentation on Tolumnia culture and breeding.

Doug started out by giving us valuable advice on
how to save energy in building a greenhouse. His
greenhouse is sunk a couple of feet into the ground,
which makes it cooler in the summer and warmer in
the winter. The roof is supported by semi-circular
metal arches and they are covered by a quarter inch
thick layer of two sheets of polycarbonate,
separated by narrow ribs of the same material. Since
his heating costs were still too high, he covered the
semi-rigid plastic by two sheets of polyethylene,
separated by blown in air. This reduced his heating
costs by 50%! Also should there be a power outage
during freezing weather, the two plastic sheets over
the rigid cover still add two extra hours to the time
the greenhouse stays frost free.

The Kennedys have wet pads at one end of the
greenhouse to cool it in the summer and humidify it
at the same time. They also have a power fogger to
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keep the humidity in the 50 to 60% range and it
works very well, but is rather noisy.

Tt];e@qnl&; ¢pmes r@oﬁly from the Carribean and it is

therefore no surprise that most Tolumnias love
warm temperatures and very bright light.

They have fans of fleshy leaves and the leaves have
a triangular cross-section. They do not have
pseudobulbs and use the leaves for water storage.

Since they are twig epiphytes, they usually do best if

grown on slabs of tree-fern, oak, driftwood or cedar
AKF1Sad 52y Qi
resinous wood. They are often sold potted in clay
pots and the clay pots work better than plastic pots,
because they dry out faster and Tolumnias must dry
out between watering, but not stay dry for more
than part of a day.

They like a humidity of 50-60% . They should not
stay dry, but prefer good humidity and misting to
heavy frequent watering- but do check for salt build-
up. Toronto water is no problem, but people with
well water should collect rain water for misting and
watering them. If you have green root tips,
everything is A-OK. Roots that turn green on
watering are alive.

Tolumnias like lots of light (2500-3500fc) and
optimally will have their leaves turn slightly red
when the light is just right. The larger the plant the
more light is required to give it the slight red tinge.

The species are much smaller in stature than the
hybrids. Of the about two dozen species, only 5- 6
have had a significant influence in hybridizing.

The most frequently used species, Tolumnia
pulchella is used to pass on its good flower count, its
lovely full, flat lip and pink colour. However, it is
involved in taxonomic controversy, because some
authors feel it has been confused with the similar
species T. concavum. Other taxonomists feel the two
species should not be separated. As the name
implies T. concavum has a more cupped lip, but
darker colour® ¢ @ LJdzt OK S f-ADY is
iK2daAKG o0& (GKS
between the two species.
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Tolumnia urophyllum is used for its glossy, good
yellow colour, floriferousness, but it tends to have
rather long inflorescences with too widely spaced
flowers. Tolumnia triquetra (was transferred to the
genus Olgasis by Rafinesque in 1837 ¢letQ hope it
does not get accepted!!)) is used to counteract this,
plus intensify some more colours, such as reds, by
using clones with vivid colours.

Tolumnia henekenii has been given its own genus
Hispaniella by Guido Braem, but this may not stick,
because the differences are only due to its mode of
pollination by pseudo-copulation with the
pollinating insect, rather than a long-standing
separation from the rest of the genus. It does have
two fewer chromosomes than the part of the genus
with 42 chromosomes (while the rest have 84
chromosomes) and this may pose a sterility barrier.
It is the hardest of the genus to grow. It needs more
light than the others, more warmth and must be dry
by nightfall. However it has a velvety red-black lip
with a yellow picotee that is coveted by breeders for
their hybrids, as well as by hobbyists growing it for
its own undeniable charm.

The last species used to improve hybrids is Tolumnia
guianensis. It too has only 40 chromosomes like T.
henekenii. It has large round petals and only narrow

Before 1950, very few crosses were made with
GSldzA G yi - & yoldhriagd weyeakdown
until about 1986 when Guido Braem revived the
name given by Raphael to this group of plants in
1836.

LYy GKS wmMoppnQa 2d2d az2ANl RAR

breeding in the group and laid the ground work for
later breeders.

Ly GKS, Miauactanfsut by having made a
lot of crosses in this genus.
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wonderful Tiny Tim cross of Golden Sunset. It was
further used to produce Robsan, Lisa, Barbie and
Magic.

In the 1980Q John Oka et all produced T. Sniffen,
Channe, etc. Anita Aldridge made many wonderful
crosses, but recently lost her entire collection in a
hurricane.

But the famous T. Golden Sunset is still available
today. It was one of the few clones that had wide
flat lips, in this case yellow with spots.

Common mericlones are :

. 2 Af 0SSN YofAal oSUKQZX 2 Af 0SSN
sepals, while the rest of the genus has both sepals N A . .. o .
. +Sf S0 QY wl f LK | | &d&undthét KSé | Ofj

and petals very narrow and short. It comes in two A ~
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forms, the red form and the albo-rubrum form.
Kathleen Oka , by John Oka tends to be darker, but

has some excellent clones. Galveston Bay has two

selfing (using the plants own pollen to fertilize its 2y S NBR Yl NJ AgadedandiHylmedl KS aal A
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Similarly, in this group line breeding (using siblings crl Of 2 y S 2F ww2aS DAL y aiQx
cascade of rose pink flowers.

In breeding with these species Doug warned that

from the same two parents to cross Cto select for

desirable traits) leads to loss of vigour, unless new

In whites D h dacl f Cl ith whit
blood (by using unrelated plants), is introduced n whites Doug snowed a clohe of Liassy with white

flowers that had a butterscotch centre in the lip. The
frequently.

new yellows are very large, some 5cm across the

Using T. guianensis and crossing it with T. triquetra skirt of the flower, some with black in the lip. The

gives the famous old cross Tiny Tim. Now to line Maple Hollow clone shown had wonderful

breed while still introducing new blood, the guianense type petals, a white lip with a red centre

breeders used a Tiny Tim made with the red form of and red spots.
guianensis and crossed it with a Tiny Tim made with

The genus Rodriguezia has been crossed with
the albo-rubrum form of the species T. guianensis. & 'guez I

Tolumnia to help with size of the flowers and the
size of the petals. It tends to increase the size of



flowers by an average of 5%, but the shape tends to
become cuppier. The hybrid genus is called
Rodrumnia or Rodrocidium, depending on whether
you accept the name change from Oncidium to
Tolumnia or not.

There were three other plants on the table that
made it hard to decide who to give the plant of the
month award this time. Eric Lee showed an amply
flowered Dendrobium densiflorum and Erika Lorincz
a Trichocentrum nanum with several densely
flowered little inflorescences peering over the pot

9EIYLX Sa& aK2gy GHSNB w2R N‘HEPGYV\’}‘a\}ne H{nésggﬁymlaqise |Ifquf'{al’hJ]?b 1t|§e %dge

NBR 6AGK | esStt2s

S| dzirgu@y sepals and petals, lip white,
spotted burgundy near margin and solid burgundy
around crest, Rodricidium Fox Hollow, which has a
more square lip than Spunky.

Doug finished the slide presentation with a picture
of a beautifully flowered Tolumnia urophyllum- a

mass of yellow flowers!

Cathy with Plant of the month  photo by PP

Encyclia Ginger Snap (Encyclia Gail Nakagaki x
Encyclia Orchid Jungle) grown by Cathy Tacoma
was chosen as the plant of the month in May. Cathy
bought the plant two years ago at the Redland Show
and has been growing it since then in the high light
south-west corner of her greenhouse. The plant is
kept warm with 90F degree days when the sun is
shining. It is planted in coconut chips (coir) with
styrofoam beads. Cathy fertilizes the plant twice a
month with half a teaspoon of fertilizer per gallon of
water. She applies Epsom salts at the rate of one
tablespoon (15ml) per gallon (51) of water fairly
regularly. Watering is done every three days.
Congratulations for producing such a huge
inflorescence in our climate!
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Some comments on the show table that may help all
of us grow better were:

John Vermeer grows his nicely flowered Laelia
pumila in coir with drainage material on the bottom,
keeps it warm, always moist and in lower light than
Cattleyas. This culture makes the plant bloom twice
a year!

Terry Kowalczuk admitted that the Cattleya
intermedia he had on the show table was the first to
survive! He keeps it cool in the winter and warm in
the summer and has it under-potted.

Mario Ferrusi told us that if you force a Lycaste

skinneri to drop its leaves by drying it out it will

eventually die! This came up in connection with
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keeps it drier in winter but never lets it get dry. He

has it potted in straight sphagnum and grows it

warm to intermediate and in winter under

Phalaenopsis light.

Mark Disero writes: | have a new website on
line. On it | placed a review of the SOOS show.

http://www.gardentoronto.ca/soos.html

| would be pleased if you could mention thisin
your next newsletter.


http://www.gardentoronto.ca/soos.html




