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Dactylorhiza maculata photo by PP

Meeting ProgramSunday,September 6 Our guest will be Norito Hasegawa, who is the owner of
A Pap h a nHtp:/ipapBadaticsunlimited.wordpress.com/ His company specializes in state of the art
Paphiopedilum orchid hybrids, flasks, and divisions of awarded and selected clones. In the orchid
world, he is truly a legend in his own time

Norito's presentation willbeonfi New Di rections in Paphiopedil um B
About possible orchid purchases from Norito:

There will be no pre-orders

He will be bringing both plants and flasks; the exact crosses are yet to be determined

Details to be finalized before September 6.

Note: Also coming to SOOS: November 1, Henry Oakley from Great Britain on Lycastes.

We try very hard to be fair and equitable to all. This requires that we all observe

some rules and courtesies. Please help us.(1) we ask that only those who have business in the
Floral Hall before the doors open at 12 noon should be in the hall, (2) sales of any kind should wait for that time (12 noon)
to be conducted, (3) name tags are a wonderful way to let others know who you are, and that you are approachable, and,
finally, (4) respect: for the vendors who are setting up their wares and who will be pleased to serve you once the meeting
commences (12 noon); for the speakers who are happiest when our cell phones are at worst on buzz or vibrate (vs. on

ring);
Please Note: Our October meeting is September 27 and the October AOS judging i
September 26 at the COOS show at the Hespeler Arena in Cambridge.
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SOOS Presi dent 06s

Angraecum florulentum

Hello fellow orchid lovers.

First, is it wet enough for everyone? | am
drafting these notes the day after a violent wind,
lightning, thunder, and rain day. My friends the
raccoons did come out to visit, albeit in reduced
numbers i true Canadians alll Our cats chose
the dryness and quiet of the house, as did Linda
and I, so no aspersions will be cast on the 2
felines. Today is weekly watering-fertilizing day
for our tropical orchids. The ones that are
outside for the summer are almost drowning, so
all that they will need is a hit of draining,
depending on the media.

Last mont h | wr ot e
still working to identify possible charitable
donations, in terms of funds available and

worthy recipients. The next newsletter will cover
t hat deci sion, I
reached in June, so it would be no earlier than
the September 6 executive meeting when a
decision to donate, or hold, funds can be
reached.

Il 6d | i ke to offer a
about our monthly meetings. The reminder
includes such things as (1) we ask that only
those who have business in the Floral Hall
before the doors open at 12 noon should be in
the hall, (2) sales of any kind should wait for that
time to be conducted, (3) name tags are a
wonderful way to let others know who you are,
and that you are approachable, and, finally, (4)
respect: for the vendors who are setting up their
wares and who will be pleased to serve you
once the meeting commences; for the speakers
who are happiest when our cell phones are at
worst on buzz or vibrate (vs. on ring); for those
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R @ méopiek vgth whom we find some form of

disagreement . On the very last point, | had
alluded to it in an earlier version of this column
when | Sameoof what fi hear is delicate,
and involves differing views which, if combined,
result in a reaction similar to fusing matter and
anti-matter.o . No matter what
have, it works best if we respect the other
personds point of wvi

Keep in mind, now that it is September, that
Wayne Hi ngston wi || c
Serieso of |l ectures,
through January, and possibly a wrap-up in
April. If you have not attended these, do
reconsider; you will learn a lot, and it will be
enjoyable to boot.

There has been some confusion about judging.
There are 2 ways in which your orchid may be
evaluated: (1) via the Show (& Tell) Table, and
(2) via the AOS Toronto Judging Centre. The
former happens at each monthly meeting, and
allows anyone with any kind of an orchid to do a
bit of bragging by showing it to the assembled
member shi p. There wild.l
orchid and grower; at the end of the judging
year, Iryna Boniya will identify the person who
had the most outstanding results for the year;
trﬁditionallé, that person has received a modest
S pgna.rT e AOS T%r)c()n?oc\]ﬁ‘déir{g téntre'isYor
the truly daring orchidist. Those who attend and
judge are AOS accredited judges, or trainees to
that.status. They haye forgotten maore than_| will

L0, Q cisilon . was
eve? know abdut what miake3 An orchid Superb.

(If mine simply flower, | am ecstatic!) There are
rules and guidelines for judging, software to
support the judges as they evaluate the orchids
which people have brought in; it is a detailed,
intricate process, and really quite amazing if you
watch it unfold. The very best time to see thi

jdgiry & B'sdhihr!/ Orbhfl- redn € &N

It is never too early to consider the make-up of
the board of director s (al so
executiveod). The
December 31 this year; then there will be some
turn-over. We always need new blood, fresh
ideas, and a willingness to work. The past
president, Jay Norris, is charged with recruiting
for the new executive, whose term will be
January 1, 2010 through December 31, 2011. If
Jay comes calling, pleaseé . | i st en
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People sell themselves short too often; your
introduction to the executive can be gradual (vs.
being tossed into the deep end of the proverbial
pool). Rest assured, you will receive all the
assistance that you require.

When you do contact me:
asimina@sympatico.ca or 416-449-7907, or
buttonhole me at the meetings.

Welcome New Members
Joseph Madden

Newcomers' Meetings

Wayne Hingston will once again present his
excellent series on the culture of the most
popular types of hobby orchids. These sessions
are for members who have just started in orchids
and will be presented at the Toronto Botanical
Garden Board Room on the following Monday
evenings at 7 pm:

Dates are: September 21 October 19,
November 16, December 142009 and
January 11, 2010

Coming Events

August 21- September 7, Canadian National
Exhibition. Horticulture show and competition.

September

5, Toronto Centre judging, Toronto Botanical
Garden, 1 pm.

6, SOOS meeting Toronto Botanical Garden 12 noon

21, Newcomers meeting, Toronto Botanical Gardens
Board room 7 pm.

26-27, Central Ontario Orchid Society
Show and Toronto Centre October
judging,
Cambridge Hespeler
Cambridge, Ontario.

Arena, 640 Ellis Road,

27, SOOS meeting Toronto Botanical
Garden 12 nooH!!!!

October

10-11, 2009, Niagara Frontier Orchid Society
Show, Buffalo, NY

October 15- 18th, 2009, Canadian Orchid Congress
Annual Meeting , Symposium and Fraséfalley
Orchid Society Show & Salat the George Preston
Recreation Centre, 20699 42nd Ave, Langley, British
Columbia.

October 14-18, 2009, AOS members meeting and
Southland Orchid Show at the Huntington Library,
California

19, Newcomers meeting, Toronto Botanical Gardens
Board room 7 pm.

24-25, ECOS Show, Montreal

November

1, SOOS meeting Toronto Botanical Garden 12 noon,
Speaker Henry Oakley on Lycastes

7, Toronto Centre judging, Toronto Botanical
Garden, 1 pm.

13-14, Niagara Region Orchid Society Show, Ste.
Catherines, ON.

16, Newcomers meeting, Toronto Botanical Gardens
Board room 7 pm.

AOS Judging Results

Toronto Judging Centre, August 2
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August 2, 2009

We had two great speakers at our summerfest.

Progr amme

Harry Akagi owner of H&R Orchids gave us a
talk about the breeding aims and results of his
firm.

Mr. Akagi started by giving us an outline of how
to pot and grow the plants he brought for sale.
The plants had to be bare-root to come into
Canada and should be potted as soon as



possible to prevent death of roots. Before
potting them, wet the roots. To ensure excellent
drainage, put Styrofoam peanuts on the bottom
of the chosen pots. Choose a mix that will stay
wet but not soggy wet under your conditions.
The plants he brought were chosen with our
climate in mind and should do well here. The
Cattleya alliance plants and the evergreen
Dendrobiums he brought like about the same
amount of light. 2000 to 2500 foot-candles of
light in summer will suit them very well.

The breeding aims of H&R are to produce
compact, floriferous, seed-grown plants that
produce uniformly high quality blooms in the
winter. This is what sells in the temperate
climate regions.

This breeding goal is based on the miniature
species Cattleya walkeriana. In their part of
Hawaii, most adult plants can be grown in shade
houses with natural (passive) ventilation. Only
the seedlings are kept in glass greenhouses.
Their winters are wet with temperatures
dropping down to the mid-fifties in degrees
Fahrenheit (10-13 degrees Celsius).
Preventative fungicide application and excellent

Cattleya walkeriana in H&R display in
Houston photo PP

drainage in the pots are a must.

Most of the breeding is done in-house and is
based on tetraploid (4n) parents, that is plants
that have twice the normal number of
chromosomes. Since such parents contribute a
complete set of chromosomes from each parent
instead of half of each set from each parent, the
uniformity of the offspring is quite amazing.

Under the accelerated growth found in their
greenhouses, the number of mutations
increases, with tetraploidy being the most
frequent type of mutation. Treating flasks with
colchicines (a dangerous poison) is another way
of getting tetraploid plants.

Seed-grown plants are cheaper to produce than
mericlones and avoid inbreeding problems. .
Therefore, by using at least one 4n parent, H&R
gets uniformly good progeny.

Originating from the coastal range of central
Brazil, Cattleya walkeriana in its 4n form is a
good example for the type of plants used as
parents. It has compact, rounded pseudobulbs
and under their conditions each lead makes 2 to
3 new bulbs per year. The plants grow from
spring to mid-fall and flower in the winter with a
modified growth, making it look like the
inflorescence emerges from the base of the
plant. In its native habitat in the coastal ranges,
C. walkeriana is subject to heavy summer
rainfall. It grows in the shade on branches or
rocks and needs good drainage.

To grow the species itself, grow it in baskets
filed with large chunks of bark or cork. If you
must pot it, put Styrofoam peanuts in the bottom
of the pot and then wedge in the plant with
vertically placed chunks of bark, Give it light
midway between Phalaenopsis and Cattleya
light, that is about 2500 1 3500 foot-candles. It
likes summer temperatures of 75-85F and winter
temperatures of 45 -70F.

There are many colour forms of this species.
The three botanically accepted forms are the
normal lavender form, the alba and the semi-
alba forms. But in the horticultural world the
forms flamea (with petal tips darker) and
coerulea (blue) to name a few, are also
recognized.

Some of the differences between a 2n and a 4n
plant in this species are: the column of the 4n
plant is wider, The width of the lip of the 4n plant
is 1.5 times that of the 2n plant. The 4n flowers
are larger, 5 inches vs the 3 inches of the 2n
plant, and the 4n flowers are fuller, thicker and



flatter. All 4n plants tend to be stockier than their
2n counterparts.

Some of the C. walkeriana clones shown were:
iSakura Rainbowb, OWi nt
(white with a pink picotee)

Hybrids in other genera using at least one 4n
parent:

Brassavola Little Stars is a floriferous primary
hybrid of B. nodosa and cordata. By using a 4n
B. nododa the result are consistently high-quality
progeny that look just like a good B. nodosa, but
are easier to flower well.

Lc Aussie Sunset
full,

Another outstanding clone,
6Cosmic Fired, a
of Spring and C. Gene May.

Lc Car i adairee, Wi cnoss of C.
intermedia and a 4n Lc Mini Purple was
illustrated with a white fairly full clone with blue
tips.

Lc Mariedbs Magi c, a
Mari 6s Song, i's a
shown had striking flowers with white sepals
and coloured petals and lip.

Lc Tokyo Magic X Pot. Little Toshie was
illustrated with a pretty yellow, orange-tipped
flower with a red lip.

The Potinaria Lovely Fantasy , a cross of Pot.
Love Sound X C. Fire Fantasy is quite variable
in colour. It can be yellow to gold to pink , with
colourful overlays of yellow to magenta. Flares
are common. The clone shown had round yellow
flowers with a striking red picotee.

Potinaria Royb6s Magi c,
cross with P. Burana Beauty, tends to produce
round flowers, some like the one shown with
golden yellow with a red median blotch on the
petals and the proximal half of the lip a deep red
1 striking!

Slc. Fire Magic (Lc Tokyo Magic x Slc Fire
Fantasy) was illustrated with a stunning round
full yellow flower with red flares, much more
appealing than the limp white clones with purple
flares shown in the Orchid Wiz!

Some Dendrobium hybridizing:

Dendrobium Aussieds
aberrans (with small pure white flowers that
have round sepals, narrow strap-shaped petals
and a flat fairly large 4-lobed lip) with D.
atroviolaceum (. with fairly large white flowers
that are spotted with mustard brown on the
proximal half of the pointy sepals and petals.
The sepals are very narrow, the petals gradually

er

widen as you approach their tips, the lip has a
tiny pointy mid-lobe and two purple side-lobes
held over the column like two glowering purple
eyes. The, hybrid is intermediate between th

spEcEesu asmli] éuite sEbcgegsTuleinc r?avintéwihéJ t%vi‘
species fix each ot her

Dendrobium Mini Snowflake is a cross with a
similar intent. The 1.5 cm D. aberrans is crossed
with the 8.5 cm D. johnsoniae, where the latter
species could be described as a D.
atroviolaceum without the brown spots, a more
erct flower stance and a fairly large mid-lobe on
the lip. The resulting hybrids have about 3.5 cm
flowers and have sepals and petals more similar
to each other and of course lack the few l?rowE

fi §ptots fouhd'on fhespre\i?ioughglb?id? s 0
Dendrobium Nora Tokunaga is a most
successful cross of 5.2 cm D. atroviolaceum

with the similarly shaped and sized , but
unspotted D. rhodostictum. The cross has about
7.7 cm flowers with the more expanded lip of the

c r o s srhodostictumTparéntand judtaagew gurpie srpts
f 1l or i f areupduthe cotimnoagdsof coumsérthe putple dips e

to the lip side-lobes. The flowers hang bell-like
and are best viewed from  below.

Dendrobium Roy Tokunaga in H&R display in
Houston photo PP

Dendrobium Roy Tokunaga is a wonderful cross
of D. atroviolaceum and D. johnsoniae. Again
the flowers are larger than either parent, they
face outward like the johnsoniae , are fairly flat ,
again like the johnsoniae and the white flowers
have large, round, purple veined side-lobes to
the long narrow lips. Additional plus points for

CC h i p the ceoss are thas is is easly to grow, not fussy

about temperature- that is it does well in warm to
cool temperatures and the great flowers last 2 to
3 months!

Broughtonia Breeding:

To grow plants of this genus well, they must be
given lots of light and heat.
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The species of this genus cannot be mericloned,
so having uniformly good seed grown progeny
with 4n parents is especially important. The 4n
clones shown were beautifully round and full-
like round balls!

The clone B. sanguinea 6 St ar Spl
especially attractive with white flowers with a red
line in the lip and a purple line tracing half of the
mid-veins in the petals.

Other Cattleya species for which 4n clones are
in cultivation and being used in hybridizing:

C. aclandiae is a small growing bifoliate species
with leathery light brown, open flowers with dark
brown spots and a spade shaped purple lip, with
ear-shaped side-lobes that vary from purple to
purple with white veins to all white. The deep
reddish purple wide column contrasts well with
the rest of the flower. The species is similar to C.
walkeriana and is used to increase substance
and colour in hybrids, while reducing plant size.
To grow well the roots of this plant should be
free. Basket culture is the best, but if potted the
medium should be loose. It needs light levels
similar to those needed by C. walkeriana and it
also needs lots of water.

C. amethystoglossa is a very tall bifoliate
species that can produce spectacular heads of
fairly full, white to purple flowers with dark purple
spots. The spade lip is the same as the base
colour of the flowers on the exterior and dark
purple on the interior. The 4n clones are a bit
less tall and the flowers are fuller. It is used to
produce precise spots in its hybrids.

C. mossiae is a unifoliate species with pairs of
large somewhat floppy purple flowers that sport
a beautiful lip. The lip is trumpet shaped with a
frilly edge, two | arge
of the trumpet and a network of dark purple
veins emerging from the opening of the trumpet
between the yellow eye-spots. For this species
the doubling of the chromosomes brings about a
dramatic improvement in substance and line-
bred 4n clones can rival hybrids in their beauty.
( A I-bi rneed o means t hat
reproduced by seed by always crossing the best
available clones for further seed propagation. It
leads to a markedly superior group of plants in a
few generations.)

Species in the H&R breeding programme that
are not 4n:

Dendrobium unicum is a rare miniature orange
species with relatively large flowers on short
canes.

y e [(Parbly

Sophronites cernua is another orange miniature
with tiny pseudobulbs bearing heads of waxy
little Cattleya flowers. This is really a Cattleya
species adapted to hummingbird pollination.

Dendrophylax funalis and Dendrophylax lindenii

a s hdre two eafless orchid species, where a tangle

of exposed roots take over the
photosynthesizing of the leaves. D. funalis has
about 3cm green star-shaped flowers with a
white spade lip and a short spur. D. lindenii has
6cm star-shaped white to pale green flowers that
sport a large white lip, whose shape reminds
one of a leaping frog. The base of the lip is
extended into a long, curved spur.

According to the Jul yD
lindenii should be grown under Cattleya
conditions. Plants under 10cm should be grown
on a bed of live Spanish moss placed on a wire
mesh and kept moist. When about 10cm in
diameter, the plants are mounted with a bit of
Spanish moss onto a thick big piece of hickory
bark. Water with very low solute water only
(under 75 ppm) and fertilize at every watering at
the rate of 1 ml per 4l of water. The pH must be
between 5.5 and 7. The plants are blooming size
when they have formed a pronounced mound in
the centre. During January and February, to
initiate flowering at that point, they need to be
kept cool, in bright light and watered only every
10-14 days.

Marguerite Webb a
Orchids gave us an interesting
presentation about miniature orchids.
feyeso at the ope
Two thirds of all orchids are miniature! They
have an amazing variety of foliage. Some of the
examples shown, looked like miniature Vandas,
others looked like chains of tiny balls, another
like chains of tiny purple onions topped by small
leathery leaves with purple undersides, another
Cwas aSrfass bf'héarts suspertded from stiff stalks
and yet another was a bouquet of stiff stalks
ornamented along their length with alternating
tiny leaves, making them look like tiny palm
fronds! And of course the most famous miniature
of all Lepanthes calodictyon with its oval
suspended leaves that have striking purple-
brown tessellation on front and back and a frilled
edge.

Flowers too vary enormously and we have no
problem finding species with relatively large
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flowers to small flowers borne in profusion and in
all colours of the rainbow.

Going to specific species, our speaker started
with Old World species, in many cases pointing
out how the species should be grown.

In the Dendrobium tribe and sub-tribe
examples of two genera were shown. Miniature
Dendrobiums and their relatives grow well in
moderately bright light. Because most need to
dry thoroughly between watering, many are well
suited to mounted culture. The species
discussed here are intermediate growers.

The genus Cadetia with its tiny white Lycaste-
like flowers that are borne on top of pencil-thin
pseudobulbs (together with a leathery leaf)
belong in this group. The species C. taylorii and
C. quinqueloba come from Australia . C. taylorii
has a round lip marked with peach lines, while
C. quingueloba has a green shaded lip and a
green anther cap.

Dendrobium laevifolium from Papua New
Guinea has small purple-tinged Cattleya-like
foliage and lots of rose-magenta up-side down
flowers with yellow boat-shaped lips. They
should be grown intermediate to warm with
intermediate light and kept not too wet.

Dendrobium dichaeoides from Papua New
Guinea has pretty Abraide
leaflets arranged tightly along the pseudobulbs
and terminal clusters of pink, trumpet-shaped
flowers.

Dendrobium aberrans from Papua New Guinea
with about 5cm tall foliage and 1.5 cm snowy
white out-facing, flat full flowers with dainty
narrow petals and a wide 4-lobed lip is quite
lovely.

Dendrobium moniliforme from Southeast Asia
has many vegetatively different forms and fairly
large flowers that vary from white to pink. It
should be grown on the moist side, in bright
light. Varieties with yellow veins or pink flushes
along the mid-veins of the leaves are most
attractive even when not in bloom.

Dendrobium toressae from Australia has the
cutest fat little grain-shaped leaves arranged
alternately in tight chains and round cream
flowers the same diameter as the length of the
leaves and ornamented with a chartreuse anther
cap and a little gold lip. Need intermediate
temperatures.

Dendrobium trantuanii is a delicate beauty from
Vietnam. It has few, but large full, flat pink
flowers that lighten to white near the centre. A

do

grass-green column, a deep red-brown, small
lip, flanked by a light mustard flush on the lateral
sepal bases, add striking colour.

Dendrobium lanyaiae (India) needs to be
mounted to do well. It has striking orange red
flowers with narrow segments. The lip is like a
narrow tongue with a raised midvein and red
veins going from this ridge to the toothed
margin.

Going to the Bulbophyllum sub-tribe:

Miniature Bulbophyllums and Cirrhopetalums
like moderate bright light and frequent watering,
particularly when mounted. Many have a
wandering growth habit, which is best
accommodated by growing on a slab. They are
generally intermediate growing, but seem to
tolerate a wide range of temperatures. Many
growers have good success by setting pots into
saucers of distilled or rain water.

Cirrhopetalum  (Bulbophyllum)  tingabarinum

(Indochina) bears inflorescences whose orange
flowers are gathered in a semi-circular bouquet,
each flower sporting long trailing lateral sepals,
that flutter like ribbons in any breeze.

Cirropetalum thaiorum
J&L Orchids

Cirrhopetalum thaiorum (Thailand)has the same
arrangement of flowers as the previous species,
but the pink flowers remind me of a semi-circle
of i T wiwgagpeds i tight pink, hooded
capes, t he peach Afaceso

courtesy
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Al iningodo of
deeper peach

Cirrhopetalum hookerii (India) in the clone
shown had 6 yellow flowers arranged in a semi-
circle, but the hood-like lateral sepals would
have been concealing a shorter, more
curvaceous beauty! The short rounded petals

and dorsal sepal were red-flushed on the
exterior.
Bulbophyllum odontopetalum (Papua New

Guinea) looks like a Masdevallia or even a tiny
ladyslipper. It bears single cream flowers with
slender flat sepals that are extended into tails.
The sepals are striped red-brown, much like a
Paph. stonei. The rounded, triangular lip is
cream with central red veins.

Bulbophyllum ovalifolium (Papua New Guinea)
produces relatively large flowers with full, glossy,
red-brown lateral sepals that have a pebbly
surface texture. The lip is small, thick, glossy,
deep red and with a pebbly texture. The fairly
large dorsal sepal and the tiny petals are
translucent chartreuse with red stripes. The tiny
column is green.

Bulbophyllum barbigerum (West and Central
Africa) produces sprays of slender brown flowers
with large horizontally held lips whose surfaces
are covered with soft purple-brown hairs that get
longer the closer they are to the tip. The longest
hairs have little knobs on their ends - just like
butterfly antennae. The flowers are set off by
large bracts that change abruptly from
chartreuse to brown halfway up from the base.

Bulbophyllum frostii (Thailand) has flowers
arranged in Cirrhopetalum fashion that looked
suspiciously like two pairs of tiny Dutch wooden
shoes! The exterior of the flowers was palest
chartreuse densely covered with tiny red-brown
bl otches, whil e the i
were a deep red.

Bulbophyllum ambrosia (China) is one of the few
Bulbos with a nice sweet, citrus scent. It has 2-
3cm white flowers with sepals that are larger
than the pointy petals and striped in red.

Bulbophyllum hamatipes (Java) also has single
flowers that are glossy yellow with a hint of
chartreuse near the edges of the sickle-shaped
sepals and petals. The lip is tiny.

Next come some members of the Podochiliae
tribe from the Erinae sub-tribe. Miniature Erias
and their relatives do well in bright shade and
benefit by fairly constant moisture at their roots,
particularly when getting established. These
species are intermediate to cool growing:

nter

@fllotescénces with two ranks of horizontally held
red tubular flowers. The pointy tips of the tubes
are outlined in blue-black. This genus likes moist
and humid conditions and mounts should be
kept horizontal.

Chryptochilus lutea (India) has upright
inflorescences with two rows of tightly arranged,
down-pointing globular yellow flowers. Each
flower has a tiny openingwi t h t hr ee
and at the attachment of each flower to the stem
there is an upright long green bract, whose
edges are curled in so that the bracts resemble
two rows of green fangs! | wonder if it scares
away hungry caterpillars!

Eria pannea (India) is a fuzzy looking plant. It
has slightly cupped glossy chartreuse flowers,
ornamented with a red lip with a central yellow
callus. The exterior of the flowers is covered
with a pelt of soft white hairs.

Mediocalcar versteegii (Papua New Guinea) is a
scrambling, branching plant, much like many of
the Maxillarias. The blooms come singly from
nodes and are shiny litle red balls, each
crowned by a snowy white five-pointed crown!
Keep these little beauties moist.

The Vanda (Vandeae) tribed s Aerides
(Aeridinae, in proper Latin) sub-tribe came
next.

Aerangis and Podangis grow well in moderate
light and benefit from high humidity. They should
be allowed to nearly dry out before re-watering.
Most species respond well to mounted or potted
culture and are intermediate to warm growing.

Aerangis citrata from Madagascar looks like a
miniature white Phalaenopsis with spurred
flowers. It is often recommended as the easiest
.?p%cires toog]row f{ow ‘ghis %rocyﬁ). nty
Aerangis biloba (West Africa) is a small plant
with leathery two-ranked leaves and large, fairly
flat, snowy white flowers, borne singly or in twos.
The flowers parts are all very pointy. Fragrant at
night! This species does well mounted.

Aerangis fastuosa (Madagascar) is similar to the
previous species, but it has rounded flower
parts.
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Aerangis luteo alba var. rhodosticta coutesy
J&L Orchids

Aerangis luteo-alba variety rhodosticta is
another little beauty that looks like a wonderfully
arranged, tiny, white Phalaenopsis but with
flowers that have an orange to red column.
Unfortunately the wild collected plants have a
habit of suddenly dying. Seed propagated plants
do much better- probably because they consist
of seedlings that CAN tolerate conditions other
than those in their native Kenyan environment.

Padangis dactyloceras (West Africa) is a really
cute miniature that produces a short
inflorescence sporting a bouquet of white flowers
from a node in the fan of leaves. The flowers
have white stems (pedicels) and vertical spurs
as long as the pedicels. In the middle of each full
flower is a big green anther cap.

The next species are from the Angraecum
(Angraecinae) sub-tribe of the Vanda tribe.

Miniature Angraecums and their relatives
respond well to brighter light and seem to prefer
more drying than the Aerangis. They also grow
well mounted and display their long-spurred
flowers beautifully. These species are generally
intermediate to warm growing.

Angraecum didieri (Madagascar) starts to bloom
when the leathery leaved plant is 5¢cm tall. The
5cm star-shaped flower has ice-green to pale
pink sepals and petals and a wide white lip.

Angraecum florulentum (Madagascar) is a
somewhat bigger plant and when bloomed well
is covered with white flowers whose pointy lip is
uppermost and who have long wavy spurs. This
makes them look like a flock of white birds of
paradise!

Jumellea comorensis (Comoros Islands) has a
more dainty growth habit than Angraecum. The
large graceful, white flowers, whose components
are curved, (especially the long S-shaped spur),
are produced singly.

Amesiella monticola from the Philippines, looks
like a tiny leathery plant of Phalaenopsis, but
produces a spray of usually two white flowers
that are as big as the plant! The flowers are
slightly cupped, but the segments are quite full.
The descending long spur adds stateliness.

The following species belong to the Aerides
(Aeridinae) sub-tribe of the Vanda Tribe.

The miniature members of this sub-tribe prefer
Phalaenopsis conditions, that is moderate light,
almost dry between watering and intermediate to
warm temperatures. They also benefit from
humidity levels of 50% and up.

Schoenorchis fragrans (Thailand) is the most
diminutive little jewel! The plant looks like a 2cm
wide, but leathery Phalaenopsis and the
descending inflorescences carry two-ranked
rows of little purple flowers that look like those of
an Aerides, that is small round sepals and petals
and a somewhat rectangular long lip. It likes to
be on the dry side, but humid.

Pteroceras semiteretifolia from Vietnam is a
charming miniature with as the name implies fat,
leathery leaves arranged in two ranks and big
white flowers produced in pairs. The flowers are
full and flat and had a unique lip. The lip was
three lobed, with the proximal tip of the side-
lobes very pointed and framing the column. The
distal tips of the side-lobes were rounded and
were held together to form a shallow cup with
the mid-lobe. The mid-lobe was ornamented with
a yellow blotch and the column and framing
side-lobe tips had a red line each.

Chiloschista lunifera (India) is a leafless
miniature orchid. It should be mounted on tree-
fern. It will produce a descending inflorescence
from the middle of the mass of roots, bearing up
to 1lcm flat fairly full yellow flowers that are
heavily marked red-brown, but leaving a yellow
margin.

Ceratochilus biglandulosus (Java) produces
creeping stems covered with terete little leaves
arranged alternatively on the stems. The huge



white flowers are produced at the ends of these
stems. The flowers are slightly cupped and fairly
open and have a tiny apple-green lip.

Sedirea japonica (Japan) has flowers that are
similar to those of Aerides. That is why the
genus was chosen to be Aerides spelled
backwards! In the plant shown, eight 1-2cm long
flowers were produced in an arching
inflorescence. The beautiful flowers were white
with irregular rose-pink bars on the proximal half
of the lateral and occasionally the dorsal sepals
and deeper rose-pink blotches all over the lip. It
is a fragrant species. Give it Phalaenopsis
culture.

Trichoglottis pusilla (Java) looks like a tiny terete
leaves Vanda. In the plant pictured the
horizontal inflorescence carried six large flowers
that were white somewhat cupped and with
striking magenta bars on the distal half of the
segments. The shell-shaped lip was yellow
centrally.

Neofinetia falcata (Japan) comes in many colour
forms. The normal form has a plant like a
miniature Vanda and an upright spray of usually
6-8 long-spurred, graceful white flowers. But
there are treasured varieties with variegation in
the foliage of white or yellow or pink and flower
colour variants with various shades of pink
flowers.

Holcoglossum kimballianum (Thailand) T used to
be in the genus Vanda. It is a more or less
hanging plant with short, terete leaves. The
flowers are 3-5cm long, snowy white with a rose-
magenta lip. They are produced on 3-20
flowered inflorescences. For best results grow it
on cork bark. It needs to be a bit cooler to flower.

Gastrochilus acutifolius (India) has softer foliage
than many other plants in this section. This
species does best mounted on tree-fern. The
small flowers are produced in profusion from a
short inflorescence and are presented as if in a
bouquet. The flowers have chartreuse sepals
and petals with dark brown spots arranged
mostly around the margins. The lip forms a
pouch in the proximal half, is yellow with red
spots i the spots most solid around the column
and has a white fringed mid-lobe.

The Coelogyne Tribe (Coelogyneae) and sub-
tribe (Coelogyninae) are the next section to be
illustrated.

The culture of this section cannot be generalized
because Coelogynes like moderate light,
frequent watering and intermediate to cool
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temperatures, while Dedrochilums seem to
prefer brighter, drier and warmer conditions.

Coelogyne fimbriata from South-East Asia likes
it wetter than most species of Coelogyne. The
single flowers are cream with very narrow swept-
back petals. The lip is quite full with a fringed
margin and a red flush around the lamellar crest.

Coelogyne ochracea (India) has erect loosely 6-
10 flowered inflorescences of perky 4cm white
flowers. The lip has four raised yellow blotches
that are outlined in red, of which two are more or
less heart-shaped and on the mid-lobe of the lip
and one triangular one on each of the side-
lobes.

Dendrochilums like tight potting in fine mix and
need to dry out between watering. Most species
have long pendant inflorescences covered with
two rows of tiny (about 0.5cm) flowers.

Dendrochilum bicallosum and D. pumilum
variety recurvum have cream flowers with pointy
segments that have red markings, D. filiforme
has yellow flowers with rounded segments and
the species luzonica and microchilum have
shorter inflorescences of spiky white flowers.

Oberonia setigera (Philippines) has fans of thick
leaves that are more succulent than those of
Tolumneas. The long pendant inflorescences
are covered with rings of tiny red flowers. In
bright light they seem more orange. There are
bristle-like bracts behind every flower. J&L have
not been able to pollinate it.

Continued in the next issue.

Upcoming Orchid Shows

The fall show season kicks of with the Central
Ontario Orchid Society show at the Hespeler
Arena in Cambridge on September 26 and 27.
SOOS will have an exhibit at that show and Inge
and Peter Poot will need your flowering plants.
So give them a call at 905-640-5643 if you will
have plants to contribute to the display.

The next show is the Niagara Frontier Orchid
Society Show, October 10 and 11 in Buffalo, NY.
Then the Eastern Canada Orchid Society show
in Montreal October 24 and 25, followed by the
Ste. Catherines show November 14 and 15.



