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Happy 2010 

 
Image from Reichenbachia via 
Orchidwiz 

 

Meeting Program Sunday, January 3:  Our guest speaker will be John Doherty. He is a master 

grower of the fabled, elusive, and demanding slipper orchid, Paphiopedilum sanderianum. John and 
his wife, Nicole, run the Zephyrus orchid nursery: http://www.zephyrusorchids.com/ Join us, for a 

sober yet delightful meeting and be dazzled by the magic of this special orchid! Sales at 12 noon, 
program at 1 pm. 

Election: Your new executive for 2010 and 2011 is: President: Yvonne Schreiber, Vice President and Treasurer : 

Liz McAlpine, Secretary: Sue Loftus,  Membership Secretary: Hesse Pommells, Directors: Peter Poot, Editor,  Max 
Wilson, Webmaster, Chee Chong, Jay Norris, Arto Izmerlian, Inge Poot, Marion Curry, Laura Liebgott, Terry Kennedy, 
Wendy Hoffman, Henry Glowka, and Don Wyatt . Tom Atkinson stays on as immediate past president. Thank you for 
agreeing to serve. 
Annual Auction: Thank you from the Judging Centre and SOOS to the auctioneers: Mario Ferrusi and Wayne Hingston,  to Jay 

Norris and his team of scribes, to the donors: Joyce Medcalf, John Doherty, Mario and Conni Ferrusi, Eric Lee, Joe O’Regan, Marion 
Curry, Tom Atkinson, Joe DiCiommo, Terry and Doug kennedy, Wendy Hoffman, Inge and Peter Poot, Erica Lorincz, Jay Norris and 
Max Wilson, Dave and Carolyn Brian, Jean Ikeson, Agnes Kozak, Susan Sherman, Roger Sheng, Pat Vuurman, Henry Glowka, John 
Spears, Iryna Bonya, John Jurica, Peter and Sherry Decyk, Jan Smid, Shangri-La Orchids, and to all the bidders.    

Pot Luck Social:  Thank you for bringing the goodies, and thank you Don Wyatt and your helpers for the preparation and 

organisation of this event. 

Early Membership Renewal.  Don’t forget, for those of you who have renewed there is another draw for an 

orchid plant this meeting. Thank you for renewing! 

The Last Word: As your editor I have received many contributions to this humble publication over the past year. I wish to thank the 
following for their sincere and much appreciated efforts: Erica Lorincz, Terry Kennedy, Yvonne Schreiber, Joyce Medcalf, Henry 
Glowka, Joe O’Regan, Tom Atkinson, Mario Ferrusi, Conni Ferrusi, Jean Ikeson, Gail Schwartz, Wendy Hoffman, Wayne Hingston,  Dr. 
Henry Oakeley, Iryna Bonya and last but not least my wife Inge Poot. Please keep the good stuff coming. Peter Poot.

Web site: www.soos.ca ; Member of the Canadian Orchid Congress; Affiliated 
with the American Orchid Society, the Orchid Digest and the International 
Phalaenopsis Alliance. 

Membership: Annual Dues $25 per calendar year (January 1 to December 31 ).  

Membership secretary: Hesse Pommells 416-245-0369, #503-370 Dixon Road, 
Weston, Ontario, M9R 1T2  

Executive: President, Yvonne Schreiber, 905-473-3405; Vice-president and 
Treasurer, Elizabeth McAlpine, 416-487-7832; Secretary, Sue Loftus 905-839-
8281; Honorary Life Members: Terry Kennedy, Doug Kennedy, Inge Poot, 
tŜǘŜǊ tƻƻǘΣ WƻŜ hΩwŜƎŀƴΣ 5ƛŀƴŜ wȅƭŜȅΣ ²ŀȅƴŜ IƛƴƎǎǘƻƴΦ                                             

Annual Show: February 13 ς 14, 2010 
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SOOS Presidentôs Remarks  

Fellow orchid aficionados 

 

 As the snow begins to fly for another Canadian 
winter I hope that you and your plants are snug 
and secure.  Looking out my window, the wind 
is blowing strongly and there are a few flurries 
in the air. 

  January 2010 ushers in a new executive for our 
society.  Many of the faces will be familiar to 
you and a few will be new.  But we will all 
welcome your comments and suggestions about 
the direction you would like to see your orchid 
society take in the coming year.  I have been 
asked if it possible to resurrect the “Orchid 
Tour”.  If you are interested in having guests 
visit your growing area or in seeing how 
someone else coaxes that special plant into 
bloom, you can contact me at 
yvonneschreiber68@gmail.com, or 905-473-
3405.  Or just speak to me at one of our 
meetings.  

    The highlight of our orchid year will be, as 
always, our annual show on February 13th and 
14th.  The success of the show depends, to a 
large extent, on the generous donation of your 
time to one of the volunteer positions.  At the 
January 3rd meeting, signup sheets will be 
available.  Whether it is one hour or more, you 
get to choose the job you would like to do, and 
the bonus is that you get free admission to the 
show.  Help is needed on Friday, Saturday and 

Sunday.  The major areas are Security, Clerking, 
Set-up, Clean-up (after the show), and 
Hospitality. 

  A special note about the month of January.  
There will be two S.O.O.S. meetings – January 
3rd and January 31st (this replaces the February 
meeting).  Please note that I was informed at 
our December meeting that the T.B.G. Library 
will not be open for the meeting on January 3rd.  
There is a book drop outside the library that can 
be used to return books.  Books can also be 
renewed by phoning the T.B.G. library at 416-
397-1343. 

  Wishing you a safe and happy holiday.  I will be 
enjoying my grandson.  Nathan, his mom and 
dad are visiting from British Columbia. 

Yvonne Schreiber 

Questions or comments 

yvonneschreiber68@gmail.com or 

905-473-3405  

   

Welcome New Members 

Jan Smid, R. Sharon Smith 

 

Newcomers'  Meetings  

Wayne Hingston will once again present his 
excellent series on the culture of the most 
popular types of hobby orchids. These sessions 
are for members who have just started in orchids 
and will be presented at the Toronto Botanical 
Garden Board Room on the following Monday 
evenings at 7 pm:  

Last session in this series: January 11, 

2010 

 

Coming Events 
January  2010 

2, Toronto Centre judging, Toronto Botanical 
Garden, Judges training 10 am, Judging 1 pm. 

3, SOOS meeting Toronto Botanical Garden, sales 12 
noon, program 1 pm. 

mailto:yvonneschreiber68@gmail.com
mailto:yvonneschreiber68@gmail.com
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11,  Newcomers meeting, Toronto Botanical Gardens 
Board room 7 pm. 

31, SOOS meeting Toronto Botanical Garden, sales 
12 noon, program 1 pm. 

February 

13, Toronto Centre judging in conjunction with the 
SOOS Valentine Orchid Show judging 8 am, Toronto 
Botanical Garden. 

13-14, SOOS Valentine Orchid Show, Toronto 
Botanical Garden, 11 am ς 5 pm. 

 

AOS Judging Results 

Toronto Judging Centre, December 5: 

Miltoniopsis roezlii var. aurea ‘DiCiommo’ HCC-AOS 
75 points, DiCiommo’s Orchids 

Masdevallia Conni Ferrusi ‘My Valentine’ (Pixie 
Charm x decumana) HCC-AOS 78 points, Mario & 

Conni Ferrusi 
  
Pleurothallis palliolata Ψ9ƛŎƘŜƴŦŜƭǎΩ CCE-AOS 91 
points, Mario & Conni Ferrusi 

  
Masdevallia O’Brien’s Passion ‘30th 
Anniversary’(Annette Hall x coccinea v. Alba) AM-
AOS 81 points, Mario & Conni Ferrusi 

  
Coelogyne fuscescens ‘Ashlar’ CHM-AOS 81 points, 
Doris Jensen. 

 

 

The show on Feb. 13 and 14, 2010 is fast 
approaching.  Every year, the show committee 
has organized a remarkable showcase to display 
orchids.  Thousands of visitors and members 
have experienced the show .  Last year over 
4400 paid to attend the show.  Again this year it 
happens on Valentine's Day, an occasion 
associated with love and beauty. 

 

The SOOS Show Committee consists of many 
levels of members.  Some perform major 
organizational tasks, while others coordinate 
specific tasks.  Eventually, everyone that 
contributes to the show in any way completes 
the committee.  The committee is primarily 

composed of:  Tom Atkinson, Irina Bonya, 
Marion Curry, Bob Dowzansky, Mario Ferrusi, 
Bob Floyd,  Linda Kafka, Terry Kennedy, Laura 
Liebgott, Sue Loftus, Liz McAlpine, Jay Norris, 
Peter Poot, Susan Shaw, Kiet Tong, Judy  Torrie, 
Max Wilson, Don Wyatt,   (To those that I forgot 
to acknowledge, I offer my apology.)      

 

Our show would not be possible unless our 
members volunteer their time.  I am asking that 
you decide how you want to help and sign up at 
the January 3 and 31 meetings.   Volunteers 
enter the show for free. 

 

Volunteer sign-up sheets will be at meetings.  
You can chose as many as possible and control 
your scheduling times. Your choices are: 

 

Security:  Friday, Saturday 10 to 5, Sunday 8 to 
5      Marion Curry 905-668-3817& Sue Loftus  
905-839-8281 

SOOS Display: Friday noon to 9 pm           Laura 
Liebgott 905-883-5290 

Judges Breakfast:  Saturday 6:30 to 10:00 am       
Wayne Hingston 

SOOS Sales Table:  Saturday 10 to 5, Sunday 11 
to 5       Bob Floyd 905-822-5117 

Set-up/Take-down: Thursday and Sunday 
evening and Friday morning     Don Wyattt 416-
391-0251 

Kitchen:  Friday, Saturday 10 to 5, Sunday 8 to 5     
Bob Dowzansky 416-259-2294 

Clerking:  Saturday morning 7 to 11 am          Jay 
Norris 519- 271-7964    

Cloak Room: Saturday 10 to 5, Sunday 8 to 5     
Judy  Torrie   416-486-2424          

Tour Guides: Saturday 12 to 4, Sunday 12 to 4      
Irina Bonya 416--622-4867 

Posters and Coupons are available at meetings, 
in the TBG, and on the website (www.soos.ca). 

Prepare your plants for your own display or 
adding them to the SOOS display.  Details on 

http://www.soos.ca/
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registering your plants will be given in the next 
newsletter.  

If you are unable to make the meetings or have 
any questions call Wayne Hingston  at 905-649-
2467. 

Show Table The Plant of the Month is 

bulbophyllum Elizabeth Ann 'Buckleberry', grown by 
Doug and Terry Kennedy - a mature plant with 
multiple spikes all over. Doug grows the plant in an 
open mix in a greenhouse up under the roof so the 
plant can get high light.  When asked for tips on how 
to make this orchid bloom, Doug said he honestly 
doesn't know.  The Kennedys acquired this plant quite 
recently, and this is when they already had one of 
these for a number of years and it hasn't bloomed for 
the longest time.  Joe DiCiommo's shared his 
experience in dealing with the stubborn beauty.  He 
used to keep it in a shaded corner of his greenhouse 

and the plant was growing wonderfully but never 
bloomed.  One day Joe decided to move the orchid to 
the opposite corner - lighter, cooler and about 15 feet 
away, and the orchid covered itself in spikes.  Doug's 
joking summary followed: To make your bulbophyllum 

bloom, go 
home and 
move it 15 
feet to the 
right!.   Iryna. 

 

 

 

 

December 2009 Show Table by Iryna Bonya 

Class     First  Second  Third 

Class 1  
Cattleya Alliance       

Rhyncholaeliocattleya 
(Brassolaeliocattleya) Joann 
Yukimura  
DiCiommo Orchids         
 

 

Rhyncholaeliocattleya 
(Brassolaeliocattleya) Distant 
Shores  
DiCiommo Orchids 

 

Class 2  
Paphiopedilum 

 

Paphiopedilum Oberhausen's 
Diamant x St. Swithin   
DiCiommo Orchids  

 

Paphiopedilum  
Lady Isabel   
Synea Tan  

 

Paphiopedilum malipoense 
'Lemon Lime' x Fanaticum 
'Cloisonne' HCC/AOS   
DiCiommo Orchids 

Class 3 Phalaenopsis 
and Vanda Alliance 

 

  Phalaenopsis  
Brother Redland Spots  
Synea Tan       

Class 4 Oncidium and 
Related 

 

Tolumnia Jairak Rainbow x 
Tolumnia Catharine Wilson   
DiCiommo Orchids 

Odontoglossum Margaret Holm 
'Sonia'  
Synea Tan       

Miltoniopsis roezlii var. aurea   
DiCiommo Orchids 

Class 6  
Dendrobium 

 

Dendrobium garrettii  
Calvin Lo 

Dendrobium aggregatum  
Synea Tan  

 

Dendrobium  
Roy Tokunaga  
Synea Tan 

Class 7  
All Others 

 

Bulbophyllum Elizabeth Ann 
'Buckleberry' FCC/AOS  
Doug and Terri Kennedy 
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