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Dendrobium speciosum v.hillii 'Don Brown' 
CCM-AOS                                      photo AQplus 

Meeting Program Sunday, 
April 4, after your Easter egg hunt, 

please join your orchid friends at the 
monthly meeting to hear Gail Schwarz 
speak on "Dendrobium speciosum., its 
varieties and influence on its 
hybrids". Gail is a probationary AOS 
judge, and flies in from Halifax, NS, for 
these occasions on a regular basis. Gail 

has been growing orchids for over 15 years and has developed a special interest in Dendrobiums. She is  currently the 
Vice President of the Orchid Society of Nova Scotia and has been the Show Chairperson for her society for over 10 
years! As well, she is the Education Chair for the COC (Canadian Orchid Congress).Sales at noon, program at 1 pm.  

Tut ,tut, tut......... From time to time some of our membership gets upset about vending practices. This has resulted in 
unfortunate confrontations in which less than gentlemanly language gets used.  Such uncontrolled outbursts are 
offensive to many of us and can spoil the enjoyment of the orchid hobby.  If you believe you have a grievance please 
ǎŜŜƪ ŀǊōƛǘǊŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿ ƛƴǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ƘŀƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ your language.  Some of us are 
older and were brought up in an era when four letter words did not find their way into television or radio programs, let 
alone to the floor of an orchid society meeting. I would like to hear that the perpetrator of this offense apologised to his 
adversary regardless of what offense the adversary may or may not have committed.  

Just to make sure we all understand the rules for meeting setup and the vending tables, here they are again: 

1. Setup is between 11 am and 12 noon on the meeting day. 
2. Only vendor and SOOS authorised personnel needed for setup is allowed in the meeting room before 12 noon. 
3. There shall be no buying or selling whatsoever before the opening of the meeting room at 12 noon. 
4. Members and public will be admitted to the meeting room at 12 noon. 
5. All vending must cease before commencement of the meeting at 1 pm. 
6. Vendors must not disturb the meeting in any way. i.e. no sales or moving of merchandise during the meeting. 
7. Vendors other than visiting speakers shall be paid up members of SOOS and must settle their space rental fee promptly as 

agreed to with the SOOS space rental person. 
8. The SOOS Sales Table will accept up to 10 plants per paid up membership (family or single). Please provide a listing of the 

plants with prices under your name and show your membership card. Help with sales and bring bags if you can. SOOS will 
take a 10% contribution of your selling price.  

9. SOOS takes no responsibility whatsoever for any of the merchandise for sale. 

Web site: www.soos.ca ; Member of the Canadian Orchid Congress; 
Affiliated with the American Orchid Society, the Orchid Digest and the 
International Phalaenopsis Alliance. 

Membership: Annual Dues $25 per calendar year (January 1 to 
December 31 ).  

Membership secretary: Hesse Pommells 416-245-0369, #503-370 
Dixon Road, Weston, Ontario, M9R 1T2  

Executive: President, Yvonne Schreiber, 905-473-3405; Vice-president 
and Treasurer, Elizabeth McAlpine, 416-487-7832; Secretary, Sue 
Loftus 905-839-8281; Honorary Life Members: Terry Kennedy, Doug 
YŜƴƴŜŘȅΣ LƴƎŜ tƻƻǘΣ tŜǘŜǊ tƻƻǘΣ WƻŜ hΩwŜƎŀƴΣ 5ƛŀƴŜ wȅƭŜȅΣ ²ŀȅƴŜ 
Hingston.                                             

Annual Show: February 12 ς 13, 2011 

  

http://www.soos.ca/
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SOOS Presidentôs Remarks  

 Fellow orchid aficionados  

   It looks as if spring may be here to stay.  I have 
certainly been enjoying seeing the snow 
disappear from my yard.  Although there is still 
a snow bank on top of my cypripediums, I am 
seeing the tips of tulip and daffodil bulbs in my 
south facing flowerbeds.  Although I have yet to 
see a robin, I have seen flocks of geese heading 
north and a cardinal has been putting in regular 
appearances on the Peking cotoneaster hedge. 

 

   As most of you know, or should know, Diane 
Riley looks ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ {hh{ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΩ ǎŀƭŜǎ ǘŀōƭŜ 
at our monthly meetings.  Diane is looking for 
another person who could help her with the 
sales.  She would like someone who could 
commit to coming each month and like to share 
his or her orchid growing expertise.  Please 
contact me if you think you would like to help.  
There are two other matters that I wish to raise 
concerning the sales table.  There is a limit to 
the number of plants that may be brought for 
sale at the table and this limit is 10 plants per 
membership. This limit applies to single and 
family memberships.  You and your significant 
may only bring in a total of ten plants.  It would 
also be very helpful when bringing in plants for 
sale, if you could provide some bags which the 
person purchasing your plants could use to take 
them home. 

 

   We are still hoping to create a SOOS Display 
team.  As a society we are invited to enter a 
display at the shows that other societies stage.  
You will have heard announcements from the 
stage asking for plants that can be used for 
these displays.  But the plants cannot transport 
and arrange themselves.  In order to do this we 
need teams of volunteers, who will take the 
plants to the show, put together the display and 
at the end of the show reverse the process.  Do 
not think that it would be too much to cope 
with getting the plants, transporting them and 
arranging them.  These are team efforts.  Start 
out by helping out at one of the shows.  See 

how it is done. It can be a lot of fun.  The 
following shows are coming up quickly:   

Chinese Artistic Orchid Society show April 10th 
and 11th,   

Ottawa Orchid Society show April 24th and 25th. 

A signup sheet will be in front of the podium at 
our April meeting.  Whether you would like to 
join the team or would just like more 
information, just add your name and contact 
ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ǎƘȅΣ ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻ ƳŜ ƻǊ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ 
else on the executive.  We are a friendly bunch. 

 

  5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ ƳŀǊƪ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘ ƻŦ WǳƴŜ мнth 
and 13th ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜ άhǊŎƘƛŘ 
DǊƻǿŜǊǎ ¢ƻǳǊέ ǿƛƭƭ ǎƘƻǿŎŀǎŜ ŀ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ of 
growing situations.  These will include 
windowsills, under lights in the basement, 
summering outside, city allotment gardening 
and greenhouses.  This will be a self-guided 
tour.  You get choose where you want to go and 
when.  A list of the growers, their addresses and 
the hours when they will be open will be 
published in the June newsletter.   If have any 
questions, you can contact me at 
yvonneschreiber68@gmail.com, or 905-473-
3405.  Or just speak to me at one of our 
meetings.  

    Yvonne Schreiber 

Questions or comments 

yvonneschreiber68@gmail.com or 

905-473-3405  

   

 

Welcome New Members 

Curtis Evoy 

David Jones 

Nola Bogie 

Maureen Beeching 

Susan Russell 

Karen Aboud 

mailto:yvonneschreiber68@gmail.com
mailto:yvonneschreiber68@gmail.com
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Anna Kennedy 

Rebecca Cober and Gary Laudrus 

Israel Olmos  Lav 

Margaret Taylor 

Kendra and Vince Mouse 

Rolinda L. Golez 

Mary Kondoff 

Mr Murray Maddeaux 

Muriel Armstrong 

Jacqueline Hanley 

Marilyn and Roman Bittman 

Dennis Fraser 

Noel and Alix Doharris 

Linh Linh Tang 

 
 

Newcomers' Meeting 
 
Monday April 12, 2010 Newcomers meeting in 
the Boardroom at 7 pm.  This session is 
intended to review the basics of culture to 
ensure success over the spring and summer 
period.  Watering, fertilizers, repotting, pest 
control, and summering out doors will be 
discussed. 
 
Although intended for our newest members, all 
are welcomed.  There is no need to confirm, 
simply come before 7 pm.  If you need additional 
information either see me at the April 4, 2010 
meeting or call 905-649-2467. 
 
Wayne Hingston 

 

 

The SOOS  display at The RBG Orchid 
Society Show. 

Don Wyatt and his helpers gathered the plants and 
put up a very nice display for us. It won second place 
in Orchid Society displays of more than 15 flowering 
orchid plants. Our contributing members won the 
following ribbons: John Vermeer; 3rd. for Lc. 
Culminant x Sc. Mini Pet, 1st. for Slc. Little Hazel. 

Synea Tan; 3
rd

. for Odontocidium Moira Kavanaugh 
ΨtŀŎƛŦƛŎ tŀƴƛŎΩΦ 

Yvonne Schreiber; 3rd. for Paphiopedilum Hampshire 
¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜ Ψ¸ǾƻƴƴŜΩΣ нnd. For Doritaenopsis Yu Pin 
Polar Star, 3rd. for Paphiopedilum Hampshire White 
Light, 3rdΦ ŦƻǊ tƘŀƭŀŜƴƻǇǎƛǎ {ǇƛǊƛǘ IƻǳǎŜ ΨwŜŘǿƛƴŜΩΣ 
2nd. for Phalaenopsis Picotte. 

Chee Chong; 1st. for Ludisia discolour, 1st. for Dinema 
(Epidendrum) polybulbon. 

John Spears; 1st. for Phalaenopsis amabilis. 

Wŀȅ bƻǊǊƛǎΤ 5ŜƴŘǊƻōƛǳƳ !ǳǎǎƛŜΩŎ /ƘƛǇΦ 

Don Wyatt; 2nd. for Sedirea japonica 

WƻŜ hΩwŜƎŀƴΤ о
rd

. forCoelogyne cristata. 

Thank you everyone who contributed plants or 
assistance for a job well done. 

 

 

Coming Events 

MARCH 

20-21, London Orchid Society Show  

27-28, Montreal Centre Judging and 
Orchidexpo, Montreal.  
26-27-28, Manitoba Orchid Society Show. 
31, Show committee wrap up meeting, TBG 
boardroom 7 pm. 
 
APRIL 

3, Toronto Centre, at Toronto Botanical 

Garden, Judges training 10 am, Judging 1 pm. 

4, SOOS meeting Toronto Botanical Garden, sales 12 
noon, program 1 pm. 

9, 10, 11, Genesee Region Orchid Society 
Show,. 
10 Toronto Artistic Orchid Association show.  
10, 11 Montreal Centre Judging and 
Orchidopholie 2010 - Envirotron Pavilion - 
Ste-Foy (Québec).  

12, Newcomers basics instruction, TBG 
boardroom 7 pm.  

24-25, Ottawa Orchid Society Show. 

***28- May 3, AOS members meeting, 
Meridian Hotel, Oklahoma City. 
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May 

1, Toronto Centre AOS judging, at 

Toronto Botanical Garden, Judges training 10 
am, Judging 1 pm. 

2, SOOS meeting Toronto Botanical Garden, sales 12 
noon, program 1 pm. 

29, Toronto/Montreal Judging Centers, Semi 
Annual Meeting, Montreal Botanical Garden , 
- Rooms 242 + 243 

June 

5, Toronto Centre AOS judging, at 

Toronto Botanical Garden, Judges training 10 
am, Judging 1 pm. 

6, SOOS meeting Toronto Botanical Garden, sales 12 
noon, program 1 pm. 

12,13,  SOOS άhǊŎƘƛŘ DǊƻǿŜǊǎ ¢ƻǳǊέof member 
orchid growing setups. Selfguided tour. See 
June newsletter for addresses and times. 

July  

3, Toronto Centre AOS judging, at 

Toronto Botanical Garden, Judges training 10 
am, Judging 1 pm. 

 

August 

1, SOOS Orchidfest and Toronto 
Centre AOS judging.  

AOS judging 10 am 

Pot luck lunch 12 noon 

Orchid speaker program after 
lunch. 

All members of Orchid Societies 
welcome! Plan to attend this 
unique event now! It is free!!! 

 

 

AOS Judging Results 

Toronto Judging Centre and RBG Show, 
February 27: 

Dendrochilum tenellum 'Julia Colleen' CCE/AOS 
92 pts., Theresa lafleur (note spelling of last 
name) Ottawa.  (18,600 flowers) 
  

Paphiopedilum Shun-Fa Golden 'Crystal Star' 
AM/AOS 80 pts. (malipoense x hangianum)  Eric 
& Ellen Lee 
  

Masdevallia lucernula 'Magic Lantern' CCM/AOS 
 85 pts. Mario & Conni Ferrusi 
  

Dracula houtteana 'Marsh Hollow Magic' 
CCM/AOS 80 pts.  Mario & Conni Ferrusi 
 
AOS Show trophy: Conni and Mario Ferrusi 
 
Please note, the Toronto Judging Centre February 
and March judgings have been combined into the 
SOOS and RBG shows respectively on February 13 

and 27. Next judging: APRIL3, Toronto Centre, 

at Toronto Botanical Garden, Judges training 
10 am, Judging 1 pm. 

 

Notes from the Library  

There have been two recent additions to the 
S.O.O.S. library at the Toronto Botanical Garden 
Library.  Orchids and their conservation was 
written by Harold Koopowitz.  The insatiable 
demand for exotic new species of the 
charismatic and horticulturally desirable orchid 
has resulted in its overcollection and 
endangerment in natural habitats. Koopowitz 
(Univ. of California, Irvine), a leading orchid 
horticulturist and conservation biologist and also 
associate editor of Orchid Digest, seeks to 
educate orchid growers, as well as the general 
public, on the need to protect orchid species. 
The first part of this book includes a 
comprehensive overview of orchid botany, 
ecology, and ethnobotany perhaps the most 
thorough treatment of this particular topic in 
orchid literature. The remainder is devoted to 
specific strategies for conserving orchids, with 
an emphasis on ex situ methods (e.g., 
commercial propagation and cultivation in 
private and public collections). 
   Bill Thoms recently wrote and published 
Bulbophyllums : the incomplete guide from A to 
why?   This book covers every aspect of growing 
and hybridizing with plenty of no-nonsense tips 
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to help the grower overcome any obstacle and 
produce the most flowers and the largest growth 
possible in the shortest time. Also included are 
chapters unravelling some of the identification 
mysteries that have been problems to growers 
for decades. With over 380 photos of species, 
new hybrids and culture, this book should help 
the grower of any genus, especially 
BULBOPHYLLUMS. 

  Donôt forget to take a look at the Orchid Journal 
of the British Orchid Society.  It definitely 
impresses one with the articles and pictures. 

¢ƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ ƘƻǳǊǎ ƻŦ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǊŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƻƴ 
their website 
www.torontobotanicalgarden.ca/library/overvie
w.htm . 

 

Programme Notes by Inge Poot: 

A few helpful hints that came from various 
members should be repeated for everyoneôs 
consideration. 

Israel Olmar grew a great Ascocenda by solving 
the high humidity requirement problem in a 
unique way. He popped the plant into a clear 
Pop bottle whose top had been cut off -with very 
little if any potting medium. He fills the bottle with 
water once a week and pours it out after two 
minutes. The bottle bottom half was a mass of 
healthy roots. Ingenious! 

Dendrochilums like to be under potted and 
most want high light. The small pot allows them 
to dry out between watering. 

Paphiopedilums respond so well to MSU 
fertilizer because it contains extra calcium. 

Multifloral Paphiopedilums need a surprising 
amount of light to do well. For indoor culture high 
intensity lights are best. 

Phalaenopsis sulk with night temperatures of 
under 17 degrees Celsius. They will also do 
better with more light than is usually 
recommended for them. If you can grow them 
under high light, give them good air movement 
and lots of fertilizer. If the leaves feel hot, do 
move them to a shadier location. 

Terry Kennedy gave us a most interesting talk 
about two of her four trips to Guatemala. Some 
of the tips she let fall were eagerly picked up by 
yours truly and I shall repeat them for you here. 

Pleurothallis grobyi was found growing in full 
(tropical!) sun, 200 feet up, facing south, BUT 
the area was bathed with an all day fine mist 
(referred to as ñCheepy-Cheepyò by the natives) 
 
Lycastes were grown in treefern tubs with just a 
bit of bark in them. Lycaste Lucianii (a cross of 
L. skinneri and L. lasioglossa) is a source of red 
genes for hybridizing and it is more floriferous 
than either parent. 
 
Terry showed us a picture of a beautifully 
flowered Coelia bella. The bell-shaped white 
flowers with pink tips were arranged in a circle 
around the base of the plant. The plant grew in a 
relatively shady location mounted on a tree-
trunk, presumably in a garden in Coban. I wish I 
could grow it! 
 
 

 
Plant of the month   

 

 
Michael Hwang                                                photo PP 

 

http://www.torontobotanicalgarden.ca/library/overview.htm
http://www.torontobotanicalgarden.ca/library/overview.htm
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Dendrobium jenkinsii                                        photo PP 

 
Dendrobium aggregatum (jenkensii) grown and 
bloomed to perfection by Michael Hwang.    
Michael grows his dendrobe on a south 
windowsill and makes a strict distinction 
between the growing and resting 
seasons.  During the growing season the plant is 
heavily watered, but during the resting 
season it gets no water for three months.  
Michael also says that this dendrobium likes to 
dry out between waterings, so he only waters 
when the pseudobulbs start withering a little bit, 
but gives the plant so much water that it gets 
back to its plump condition.  One more trick up 
Michael's sleeve is to grow a dendrobium in the 
smallest possible pot.  The tiny pot can then be 
put in a bigger pot or two-three bigger pots to 
stabilize the plant if it gets top-heavy. 
This allows the roots to get lots of air.. The plant 
is potted in a mix of medium and large bark. 
When the new growth has matured the dry spell 
is started. During the dry spell, starting in late 
October, there is a 10 to 15 degree Celsius 
difference between the day and night 
temperatures. He fertilizes the plant about once 
a month with MSU fertilizer 

 

 

Listen to your orchids - part 3  

By Don Bednarczyk. Reprinted from the Victoria 
Orchid Society newsletter. 

 

This article deals with watering and feeding 
under Vancouver conditions, however, it 
contains much that is applicable to our local 
conditions.ed. 

Water and Watering 

Water gives life to orchids but it also can take it 
away. More orchids are killed by overwatering 
than any other way. Most orchids live where they 
are subjected to periods of drying out. The roots 
of epiphytic orchids, those growing on the sides 
of trees, are subject to drying winds and sun. 
They have evolved into much thicker roots than 
most plants. Thick roots do not dry out as fast. 
But the downside is that oxygen has a much 
harder time getting into the center of the root. 
This is not a problem on the side of a tree, but it 
is a problem in a pot surrounded by media. 

As the media breaks down it packs down, and 
gets densely packed, inhibiting the flow of 
oxygen. The fungi and bacteria in the media 
slowly break down the bark, moss, or coconut 
husk turning it into a pile of fine particles. If this 
densely packed media is continuously wet, 
oxygen can only diffuse very, very slowly. The 
roots need oxygen to live. Without sufficient 
oxygen they die. And the fungi and bacteria, 
which can also attack the roots, grow better if 
there is plenty of water. So too much water 
means the process of media destruction is 
accelerated and roots suffocate and die. 

This is true for lithotrophic (living attached to 
rocks) orchids, detritus terrestrials (orchids that 
do not really put their roots into the earth but 
send roots through leaf litter), and moss layer 
epiphytes. True terrestrial orchids are found 
mostly in temperate zones or semi-arid zones 
and usually completely have their leaves wither 
part of the year and re-emerge from bulbs each 
year. Their roots are a bit more tolerant but still 
require special care when the vegetation is 
dormant. 

Water quality is usually not a problem in 
Vancouver. Our water is very soft, having very 
low amounts of dissolved salts. Only the most 
finicky Pleurothallids seem to require distilled 
water. If you are worried about the chlorine in 
the tap water, let it sit out overnight, and the 
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chlorine will dissipate. Do not add the chemicals 
you would add to fish tank water as they only 
make the problem worse by adding more 
dissolved solids. The pH of Vancouver water is 
also usually not a problem. Pure rainwater has a 
pH of about 5.7 due to dissolved carbon dioxide. 
Our tap water is usually slightly more basic with 
a pH from 6 to 7.5 due to very small amounts of 
chemicals added to protect our water mains and 
prolong the life of the chlorine. Almost all orchids 
tolerate this range well. 

How do you know if it is time to water? Every 
grower I know has their own method of 
determining when their plants need water. 
Remember that most orchids need to dry out 
between waterings. Remember that the amount 
of water they use depends on how actively they 
are growing, temperature, and sunlight. Plants 
use carbon dioxide and water to make sugar and 
oxygen. They need water to perform 
photosynthesis. The warmer it is the more water 
plants transpire, that is, pass up from the roots 
and out the leaves to keep the leaves hydrated 
and cool. So when they are growing they need a 
fair bit of water. But when it is cool and dark they 
need relatively little. The most dangerous time 
for overwatering orchids is at the end of the 
growing season. We get used to watering for 
certain conditions and sometimes forget to 
modify our schedule to fit the lower water 
requirements. This is a recipe for root rot. So 
ease up on that watering when they are not 
actively growing. 

Personally, I use the weight and shrivel 
technique. I judge the weight of the pot and look 
if the newer pseudobulbs are showing any sign 
of shriveling. That means some larger plants 
may only get watered once every two weeks or 
longer in the winter. Some use the bamboo 
skewer technique. They keep a small piece of 
bamboo skewer in the pot and remove it to test 
the pot. If it looks and feels dry, it is time to 
water. Some people just look at the growing 
conditions and modify their watering to match 
the weather. Just remember that trying to keep 
to a constant schedule throughout the year 
usually gets you into trouble sooner or later. Also 
remember that all orchids need to keep from 
totally desiccating during their dormant phase. 
Even Dendrobium nobile crosses need a tiny bit 
of water when they are dormant, just enough to 
keep them from shriveling too much. Usually a 
heavy misting that dampens the surface roots or 
a light watering every couple of weeks is 
sufficient. 

 

Fertilizer: 

Orchids grow naturally with very little 
nourishment. So you only have to add a little 
fertilizer to get a big effect. Twice as much 
fertilizer does not give you twice the effect. And 
it increases the chance of blackened leaf tips, a 
sign of too much dissolved salts in your water. 
Most people use about a teaspoon per gallon (5 
mL/4 L) every two or three weeks during the 
growing season. When they are not growing, 
orchids really need no fertilizer. And be sure to 
flush the pots out with clean water once or twice 
between fertilizations. Some people like the 
weakly weekly routine. They use about ¼ 
teaspoon per gallon per week. This works if you 
remember to flush out the pots with clean water 
in between fertilizations. Either way, do not let 
the fertilizer build up in the media or you will start 
having black leaf tips. 

So which fertilizer should you use? All 
commercial fertilizers contain nitrogen (N), 
phosphorus (P), potassium (K), and trace 
elements. The composition is given as the N:P:K 
content. A fertilizer with a 15:5:10 rating contains 
15 kg of nitrogen expressed as N2, 5 kg of 
phosphorus expressed as P2O5, and 10 kg of 
potassium expressed as K2O per 100 kg of 
fertilizer. That is the way things are expressed 
for historical reasons, but those are not the 
chemical compounds found in most modern 
plant fertilizers. Of these, only nitrogen can 
come in fertilizers in forms not useful to orchids. 
Nitrogen is absorbed into plants as either nitrate 
(NO3-) or ammonium (NH4+). Plants cannot 
absorb nitrogen found in the atmosphere, urea 
(NH3CONH3) found in many plant fertilizers or 
pieces of protein found in fish emulsion fertilizer. 
These forms require the action of bacteria in the 
soil to convert the nitrogen to nitrate or 
ammonium. Orchid potting media usually does 
not contain sufficient amounts of these bacteria 
to accomplish this. So buy fertilizer designed for 
orchids or hydroponic culture to get useful 
nitrogen. The phosphorus and potassium found 
in any fertilizer is in the form that orchids can 
use and is not a problem. 

Plants growing in bark or coconut fiber need 
more nitrogen than those grown on a raft or in 
an inert media such as perlite. This is because 
the bacteria and fungi growing in the bark are 
also using the nitrogen and can out-compete the 
orchids. You do not need to use high nitrogen 
fertilizer on plants grown on rafts. By high 
nitrogen fertilizer we usually mean something 
like 24:8:16 or 30:10:10. This is used at the 
beginning of the growth cycle. Nitrogen is 
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necessary for production of protein and is 
necessary for cell division and growth. As the 
growths start to mature it is often useful to switch 
to a blossom booster formula which is high in 
phosphorus and low in nitrogen such as 
10:30:20. This actually inhibits the growth of new 
vegetation and strengthens the current growth 
allowing for better flowering. Blossom booster 
fertilizers also usually have larger amounts of 
the trace elements necessary for good color 
development. High potassium fertilizers found in 
garden supply stores are good for growing fruit 
and vegetables which contain a lot of potassium, 
but do not do much for orchid culture. If you are 
growing your orchids in an inert media or on 
rafts you can use a balanced fertilizer like 
20:19:18 in place of the high nitrogen formula. 
You can also use a balanced fertilizer as the 
growth is slowing down before you switch to a 
blossom booster. Then again, some people use 
a balanced fertilizer all the time for simplicity and 
get fairly good results. Orchids do not die from 
lack of fertilizer, but they can die from too much. 
And too much nitrogen can give you great 
growth with no flowers. 

A special word is needed for calcium. Fertilizers 
usually do not contain calcium, even though it is 
necessary for plant growth, because it 
precipitates (forms a solid and falls out of 
solution) with the phosphate and sulfate found in 
the fertilizer. This is usually not a problem 
because tap water from most places contains 
dissolved calcium. In fact too much calcium is 
the main cause of hard water. However, 
Vancouver has virtually no calcium in its tap 
water. You can make sure your orchids have 
enough calcium in two ways. You can add a very 
small amount of crushed shells or bits of 
limestone to your potting media or you can add 
some chelated calcium supplement to your 
diluted fertilizer. Chelated just means the 
calcium is bound to another chemical which 
helps it stay in solution but does not inhibit 
absorption by the plant. Calcium is particularly 
necessary at the beginning of orchid growth. 
Once it is taken up by the orchid and used it 
cannot be moved around the plant so you need 
to supply it every growth cycle. 

People always ask me what fertilizer I use so, 
OK, here is my commercial plug. I use Peter's 
fertilizers. I buy them from Solar Greenhouse 
Supply in Burnaby. They repackage it and sell it 
small amounts or you can get them to order 
large bags for you. I also use Grotek Cal-Max as 
a supply of chelated calcium, magnesium, and 
iron. And I did notice a big difference in my 
plants when I started using it. There are other 

good products out there which do the same 
thing, but that is what I use. 

Summary: 

Light, water, temperature and nutrition are all 
interrelated and cannot be separated. Your 
plants are telling you what they need and if you 
are doing something wrong. You just have to 
listen to them. Note leaf color, vigor of growth, 
root vigor, number of flowers and above all 
sudden changes. Good growing. 

Many thanks to Don Bednarczyk for his 
permission to use this article and the two others, 
in our newsletters. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

.

My name is Monica De Wit and I am a member of a 
number of orchid societies and am based near 
Edmonton, Alberta. Most recently, Iôve been 
working on a project to combine my love of orchids 
and écruising! 

My friend Lisa Stiksma of Expedia Cruise Ship 
Centers (Abbotsford) and I have been planning a 
theme cruise; the specific itinerary we have 
selected is aboard the Coral Princess departing 
from Fort Lauderdale on January 14, 2011.  The 
itinerary includes Aruba, Cartegena; Columbia, 
partial Panama Canal, Limon; Costa Rica and Ocho 
Rios; Jamaica and includes 10 days of cruising.  
We are planning orchid excursions in these areas 
as well.  The exciting news is that Dr. Martin Motes 
and his wife Mary of Motes Orchids Florida have 
agreed to be our guest speakers on ship and will 
provide an orchid ñshort courseò.  More details are 
to follow. We will be advertising this trip across 
Canada and elsewhere and your society members 
are some of the first to find out! 

If you have any questions about cruising in general 
or about this itinerary specifically, please contact 
Lisa at 1-800-811-1733 (ask for Lisa), her cell at 1-
604-309-2232 or  via email at 
lstiksma@cruiseshipcenters.com.  
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Native Orchids on 2010 
Canadian Stamps. reprinted from the 

ECOS newsletter. 
 
According to information provided in Details, Vol. 
XIX No 1 published by Canada Post, orchid 
lovers will have yet another series of definitive 
stamps featuring orchids to grace their mail 
beginning on January 11, 2010. This is the fifth 
issue featuring orchids and will include the 
striped coralroot, Corallorhiza striata, for the 
Permanent value, the giant helleborine, 
Epipactis gigantea, for letters to the US, the 
grass pink, Calopogon tuberosus, for 
international destinations, and the rose pogonia, 
Pogonia ophioglossoides, as a stamp for 
oversized letters.  
The striped coralroot is an orchid without 
chlorophyll. Flowers are variable in size, shape 
and colour with the ones featured on the stamp 
being red striped, cupped flowers. Flowers can 
be almost entirely yellow through red and 
maroon. Plants can be long-lived but emergence 
is often irregular. Look for flowering plants in 
June within shady, damp or dry coniferous 
woods across Canada where the orchid shares 
fungal associates with nearby pines and spruce. 
Forestry practices and loss of habitat threaten 
this orchid in some parts of its range.  
The giant helleborine is strictly western in 
distribution, ranging from southern BC through 
the US into Baja California, Mexico. This 
hoverfly-pollinated orchid prefers wet places 
near hot springs, beside lakes and rivers, wet 
seeps or ditches. Despite it being a fairly tall, 
robust plant which spreads by rhizomes to form 
dense mats, it is vulnerable to disturbance and 
to drought. The flowers are variously coloured 
with orange and green shades predominating. 
Individual blooms emerge at the base of large 
leafy bracts in June/July.  
The grass pink is a charming midsummer 
bloomer most often seen in bogs and fens from 
Newfoundland through to Manitoba where it can 
form large populations. Stems of pink to 
magenta and occasionally white flowers are a 
joy to behold. Flowers present a tuft of yellow 
hairs on the lip which lures naive bees by 
resembling pollen. The strategy can very 
successful with almost all blooms pollinated. 
Plants can be short-lived if mice find the tasty 
tubers.  

The rose pogonia is a widespread orchid ranging 
from Newfoundland to Florida where it forms 
ramifying mats either in wet sphagnum bogs in 
the north or in seasonally inundated soils further 
south. Flowering is from May in the south to July 
in the northern part of the range. You may need 
a canoe to get close to these plants, especially 
the ones that choose to live in floating mats of 
vegetation.  
Look for these charming stamps when they 
arrive at your post office and use them proudly.  
Marilyn HS Light 

 

 

 

 

In Memoriam 

Long time member Elizabeth Wright 
passed away March 5th. We will miss her. 
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March 7, 2010 Show Table 

  

Class  First  Second  Third  

 Class 1  

Cattleya Alliance  

Sophrolaeliocattleya  
Mahalo Jack x 
Brassolaeliocattleya 
Toshie Aoki 'Pizzaz' Synea 
Tan  

 Laeliocattleya Mini 

Purple 'Blue Hawaiiô  

Thanasak Talerngsri   

 Laeliocattleya Aloha 

Case ôChing Huaô  

Erika Lorincz    

 Class 2 

Paphiopedilum 

  

  

Paphiopedilum 

gratrixianum 

Joe DiCiommo 

Paphiopedilum 

delenatii  

Michael Hwang  

 Class 3  

Phalaenopsis and 
Vanda Alliance  

  

 Phalaenopsis No Name 
Don Groom  

Ascocenda Udomchai 
Israel Olmar 

  

Phalaenopsis  No 
Name  Joanna 

 Sedirea japonica 

 Don Wyatt 

 Class 4 

Oncidium and 
related 

  

  

  

  

Cochlioda Louis Posey  

Anita Kho  

  

Tolumnia Jairak 

Rainbow Anita Kho 

  

 Class 6  

Dendrobium  

Dendrobium aggregatum  

Michael Hwang 

 Dendrochilum wenzelii 

'Jennifer' 
Don Groom 

 Dendrobium senile 

Don Groom  

 Class 7  

All Others  

  

  

  

  Pleurothallis picta Anita 

Kho 

Pleurothallis truncata x 
Pleurothallis platystylis 
'Racemiflora'  Don 

McLeod 

  

  

  


