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Terry Kennedy Display at COOS   

photo PP 

 

 

 

Meeting Program Sunday, January 31:  Our speaker is Terry Kennedy. She will talk about how 

best to prepare your plants for the show and how to do orchid exhibits.  Terry does wonderful orchid 
exhibits and has won many awards at shows here and in the USA. Come and hear her trade secrets. 
Sales at 12 noon, program at 1 pm. 

 

 

Feb. 13 and 14, 2010, Toronto Botanical Garden 

Tell Your Friends 

Coming to the Show 

Bring your plants to the exhibits, bring your food donations to the kitchen, bring your time to act as a volunteer, and  
bring yourself to enjoy the show.  The Valentine's weekend Orchid Show is our show.  We work as a group to share our 
interest in orchids with others. 

As in the past, we expect the show will be something to showcase the Southern Ontario Orchid Society.  At the January 
31, 2010 meeting there will be opportunities for you to sign up for volunteer times. Please give of some of your time. 

Volunteers are still needed for clerking, kitchen/hospitality, security, mini-tours, cloakroom, and for the SOOS display.  

For details please see the January newsletter. Thank you in advance, Wayne Hingston.  

 

 

Web site: www.soos.ca ; Member of the Canadian Orchid Congress; Affiliated 
with the American Orchid Society, the Orchid Digest and the International 
Phalaenopsis Alliance. 

Membership: Annual Dues $25 per calendar year (January 1 to December 31 ).  

Membership secretary: Hesse Pommells 416-245-0369, #503-370 Dixon Road, 
Weston, Ontario, M9R 1T2  

Executive: President, Yvonne Schreiber, 905-473-3405; Vice-president and 
Treasurer, Elizabeth McAlpine, 416-487-7832; Secretary, Sue Loftus 905-839-
8281; Honorary Life Members: Terry Kennedy, Doug Kennedy, Inge Poot, 
tŜǘŜǊ tƻƻǘΣ WƻŜ hΩwŜƎŀƴΣ 5ƛŀƴŜ wȅƭŜȅΣ ²ŀȅƴŜ IƛƴƎǎǘƻƴΦ                                             

Annual Show: February 13 ς 14, 2010 

  

http://www.soos.ca/
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SOOS Presidentôs Remarks  

 Fellow orchid aficionados 

 

   Many thanks to all of you who braved the 
wintery weather to attend the S.O.O.S. meeting.  
And a special thank you to those of you who  
brought out your plants for all of us to enjoy on 
the show table.  It was a pleasure to listen to 
John Doherty speak about Paphiopedilum 
sanderianum, and the hybridizing that is being 
done. 

 

  Lǘ ƛǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ ±ŀƭŜƴǘƛƴŜΩǎ 5ŀȅ 
show is only weeks away.  While many of you 
signed up to volunteer at the show at the last 
meeting, we still need more names.  The signup 
sheets will be available at the side of the hall.  
An announcement will be made concerning how 
much more help is needed in the various 
volunteer positions. 

 

People Show                                                      Photo PP 

  Take a look in your growing area.  Do you have 
plants, or even one plant that you would like to 
see on display at our show?  You have two 
options.  If you wish you can create and enter a 
basket display or you can bring your plant or 
plants to be used as part of the S.O.O.S. display. 
Laura Liebgott will be setting up the display for 
S.O.O.S. and would greatly appreciate your 
contributions.  Mid to late afternoon on Friday 
would be the ideal time to bring in your 
beauties.   

 

  I am working on the resurrection of the 
άhǊŎƘƛŘ ¢ƻǳǊέΦ  L ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƴŀƳŜǎ ƻŦ 
people who are willing to open up their growing 
areas.  I am thinking of the second weekend in 
June.  If you are interested in having guests visit 
your growing area or in seeing how someone 
else coaxes that special plant into bloom, you 
can contact me at 
yvonneschreiber68@gmail.com, or 905-473-
3405.  Or just speak to me at one of our 
meetings.  

                                                       Yvonne Schreiber 

Membership Renewal.  5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ 
now into a new year. Yes, this is 2010 and you need 
to renew your membership. Many of you took 
advantage of our very successful early membership 
renewal draw, but some have not! 

Membership Name Tags. By wearing these we all 
get to know each other. Please pick yours up from 
the membership desk.  If you need a new one, you 
can order it from the membership desk at $10 per 
tag. 

This newsletter is available by email. Printing and 
postage eat up the membership fee and leave no 
money for programming. Give the folks at the 
membership desk your email address and you will 
receive the newsletter sooner and in full colour. 
About half of the membership currently gets the 
newsletter by email. 

Have a look at Orchidmap 
(http://www.orchidmap.com), a site where you  
can go to look up orchid resources in your vicinity.  If 
you live in the USA or Canada.  Run by OrchidWiz. 
 Pretty cool eh. 

 

Coming Events 
January  2010 

31, SOOS meeting Toronto Botanical Garden, sales 
12 noon, program 1 pm. 

February 

13, Toronto Centre judging in conjunction with the 
SOOS Valentine Orchid Show judging 8 am, Toronto 
Botanical Garden. 

13-14, SOOS Valentine Orchid Show, Toronto 
Botanical Garden, 11 am ς 5 pm. 

mailto:yvonneschreiber68@gmail.com
http://www.orchidmap.com/
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20, Montreal Centre Judging, Montreal 
Botanical Garden  

27-28, RBG Orchid Society Show, and Toronto Centre 
March Judging,.RBG 
 
MARCH 

7, SOOS meeting Toronto Botanical Garden, sales 12 
noon, program 1 pm. 

20-21, London Orchid Society Show  

27-28, Montreal Centre Judging and 
Orchidexpo, Montreal.  
26-27-28, Manitoba Orchid Society Show. 
 
APRIL 

3, Toronto Centre, at Toronto Botanical 

Garden, Judges training 10 am, Judging 1 pm. 

4, SOOS meeting Toronto Botanical Garden, sales 12 
noon, program 1 pm. 

9, 10, 11, Genesee Region Orchid Society 
Show,. 
10 Toronto Artistic Orchid Association show.  
10, 11 Montreal Centre Judging and 
Orchidopholie 2010 - Envirotron Pavilion - 
Ste-Foy (Québec).   

24-25, Ottawa Orchid Society Show. 

***28- May 3, AOS members meeting, 
Meridian Hotel, Oklahoma City. 

 

AOS Judging Results 

Toronto Judging Centre, January 2: 
 

Masdevallia FandŀƴƎƻ ΨbƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ 5ŀƴŎŜΩ !a-AOS, 80 
points, Mario and Conni Ferrusi  

hŘƻƴǘƻŎƛŘƛǳƳ .ƛƎ aŀŎ Ψ{ǳȊȅΩ !a-AOS, 80 points,  
Alan Salzman. 

Dendrobium lawesiae ǾŀǊΦ ōƛŎƻƭƻǊ Ψ.ǳǊƴǘ {ǳƎŀǊΩ 
CHM-AOS, 80 points, Terry and Doug Kennedy 

.ǊŀǎǎƻƭŀŜƭƛƻŎŀǘǘƭŜȅŀ aŀƘƛƴŀ ¸ŀƘƛǊƻ Ψ¦ƭƛƛΩ !a-AOS 86 
points, Wilson Ng. 

tŀǇƘƛƻǇŜŘƛƭǳƳ CƛƻǊŘƭŀƴŘ {ǳƴǎŜǘ Ψ²ƛƭǎƻƴΩǎ /ƘƻƛŎŜΩ 
HCC-AOS , 77 points, Wilson Ng 

Brassolaeliocattleya (Final Touch x Circle of Life) 
ΨtŜǇǇŜǊƳƛƴǘ ¢ƛǇǎΩ !a-AOS, 80 points, John Vermeer.  

Please note, the Toronto Judging Centre February 
and March judgings have been combined into the 

SOOS and RBG shows respectively on February 13 
and 27. 

 

Programme Notes by Inge Poot: 

On January 3, 2010 John Doherty gave us the 
benefit of his expertise with Paphiopedilum 
sanderianum.  

   

 

Paphiopedilum sanderianum ΨFox ValleyΩ HCC-AOS 78 pts. 
photo from AQ Plus. 

 

For about a hundred years all we had were paintings 
of the exotic multifloral (this means they have several 
flowers on one flowering stem) ladyslipper with the 
incredibly long, tightly twisted petals, since all the 

plants brought into cultivation had died! 
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Then in the 1970ôs the species was re-
discovered and collected in Borneo. This marked 
the beginning of a new craze for multifloral 
Paphiopedilums. 

Obviously, this plant needs different conditions 
than other multifloral Paphiopedilums! 

In Borneo, the plant was found growing on 
vertical, north-east to east facing limestone cliffs, 
at elevations from 50 to 500 meters. This 
seemingly meant that the plants were in deep 
shade for most of the day, but had some diffuse 
sun in the morning. But because the plants grow 
on these cliffs, they actually get more light than 
you would expect. 

The plants experience 85oF (29oC) days and 
66oF (19oC) nights. 

They are in a high rainfall area and the pH of 
their substrate is 7 to 7.5. 

Their long petals donôt touch anything when they 
grow on these vertical cliffs. This means that 
bugs such as ants cannot use the petals to climb 
up to the flowers and pollinate them. But the 
petalsô shiny texture reflects light and the twists 
would we glinting in the slightest breeze. 
Pollinators on the wing probably see this glinting 
and come to pollinate these flowers. 

The plant form changes as the growing elevation 
changes. Highland plants have stiff upright 
leaves with redder colouration in the flowers and 
they can take more light than the lowland form 
without burning. The lowland form has up to 
three-foot (one meter) long, floppy leaves, and 
the flower colour is duller. This habit can be 
changed from one to the other, by changing the 
growing conditions in cultivation. 

There is a break in the colour of the dorsal sepal 
mid-vein. This can be bred out in hybrids, but is 
often present, especially in primary crosses. 
Since awards are given to only the best in a 
cross, you donôt see this colour break too often 
in award slides. 

Not surprisingly for a species growing in a high 
rainfall area, the dorsal is bent  over the opening 
of the pouch. This too can be bred out in 
hybrids, but again it is not easy to do. 

The long-petalled flowers are hard to photograph 
well and look best against a light background. 

Petal length varies among the different clones of 
this species. Of the awarded ones the clone 
óRapunzelô, at 100cm has the longest petals.  
Additionally it has 5 flowers per inflorescence. 
óRaven Cliff Fallsô, at 90cm, comes a close 
second. óRapunzelô when it first flowered had 
petals only 50-60cm long. When the petals first 
unfurl they are also shorter , but grow at the rate 
of 12-15 cm per day, until the final length is 
reached. 

This species has white ovaries and only shares 
this trait with Paphiopedilum gigantifolium. This 

trait provides a nice colour contrast in hybrids. 

Another strange trait is found on the pouch of 
this species. The pouch will ñsweatò out a sweet 
exudate on its surface if the conditions are 
humid enough. This is probably the treat that the 
glinting petals advertise. Our speaker was not 
able to resist the temptation to confirm the 
palatability of this exudate and found that it was 
suitably sweet to please bees and butterflies! 

Our speaker warned us not to expect any 
flowers on our plants until the second growth 
had at least started. Usually the second growth 
has to be two thirds mature before the previous 
growth tries to flower. Flask grown plants are 
easier to grow and flower than wild-collected 
plants. And since only superior parents tend to 
be used, that also grow well in cultivation, seed 
grown plants are a better bet for the buyer. 

John Doherty has found the following growing 
tips by trial and error and you can follow them to 
grow your own winners: 

Grow Paphiopedilum sanderianum at 85 - 90 
degrees Fahrenheit (29-32 degrees Celsius) 
during the day and about 70 degrees Fahrenheit 
(21 degrees Celsius) at night. 

Grow them with a humidity of 80-90% with good 
air circulation. 

Give them bright Paphiopedilum light ïit should 
be brighter than the light Paph. rothschildianum 

grows best at. 

Use a medium made up of about equal parts of: 

Fine/medium bark, chopped sphagnum and 
charcoal. 
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Top-dress with oyster shell and silica sand ï the 
latter keeps the medium open- and repeat the 
top-dressing every three to four months. Re-pot 
every two years. Note that this species is not like 
other Paph. species in this respect, as other 
species like to be re-potted every year. 

This species likes to be kept evenly moist and to 
not dry out, but do not keep it soggy wet. 

Fertilize more frequently in summer. Use a 
balanced fertilizer such as 20-20-20 at a 
concentration of 0.3 to 0.4 micromoles- that is a 
fairly weak solution. 

To display the flowers properly, the flowering 
stem should be staked at a 45 degree angle, so 
that the petals donôt get tangled up, but are 
shown in all their glory. 

Hybridizing with Paphiopedilum sanderianum: 

Hybrids with anything other than other long-
petaled multifloral plants tend to be poorer than 
either parent. The colour of Paph. sanderianum 
is really quite subtle, but it has these striking 
petals to contribute to a cross. Unfortunately 
these petals are recessive (donôt come through 
in the cross) unless the species is crossed with 
another long-petaled plant. The aim of crosses 
with P. sanderianum is a hybrid with long twisty 

petals and showy colour. 

In section brachypetalum with about 5 species, 3 
have been crossed with Paph. sanderianum, but 
none have been awarded. For example, the 
cross with Paph. niveum produces flowers with 
long, 3cm wide paddle-shaped petals, looking 
much like blood-hounds! The cross with Paph. 
concolor produced flowers with weird long, wide 

petals that had hooked ends! 

Crosses with the lovely Parvisepalum species 
such as P. armeniacum were not note-worthy. 

Hybrids with section Paphiopetalum such as P. 
insigne yielded no awardable flowers. 

Crosses with section Malopetalum such as P. 
superbiens have no awards. 

Hybrids with section Sigmatopetalum yielded 
only one award when using P. sukhakulii. 

With the successively flowering section 
Cochlopetalum there are a few successful 

crosses. The cross of Paph. sanderianum and 
Paph. glaucophyllum, called Paph. Landmark, is 
the most successful cross in this section. The 
best clone to date of this cross is the clone 
óTriumvirateô. 

Most awards have been given to crosses with 
the multifloral section Polyantha species. In 
primary hybrids: 

The most frequently awarded cross to date is the 
hybrid with P. rothschildianum, P. Prince Edward 
of York, with 54 awards to date. The hybrid has 
shades of tan flowers with long twisted tan 
petals. The new standard revolves around 
tetraploid (4n) clones, that have 4 copies of 
every chromosome instead of the usual two (2n). 
The petals of 4n clones tend to have wider 
shoulders, making the flowers look statelier. One 
problem of 4n plants is that they grow at half the 
rate of the 2n plants. But a clone like the 4n 
óImperialô is worth waiting for! You can often spot 
4n plants by checking their leaves. They are 
wider and often are ridged. 

The next most successful cross was Paph.  
Michael Koopowitz (P.sanderianum X P. 
philippinense) with 37 awards to date. The best 
plants tend to have cream sepals and petals with 
the petals twisted, spotted with chocolate brown 
and the distal portion overlaid rose. The pouch is 
usually tan and the dorsal is striped in chocolate. 
The average plant is ho-hum! Our speaker 
thought the clone óGarnet Windô with nicely 
twisted petals and good colour is one of the 
best. 

Another good cross is Paph. Sanders Pride. It is 
a cross of P. sanderianum X P. stonei. Their 
special features include spotting that goes down 
the entire petal length, some have a rosy flush 
on the pouch and some have clear dorsals. 

Paph. Paul Parks (P. sanderianum X P. 
adductum) is notable for its dark colour, ease of 
blooming and compact growth habit. 

Paph. Kolosand (P. sanderianum X P. 
kolopakingii) brings floriferousness to 
sanderianum crosses. The best of this cross 
have 7-8 flowers per inflorescence contributed 
by the up to 9 flowers per inflorescence for P. 
kalopkingii. For this cross to avoid dull colours, 
the alba clones should be used rather than the 
tan ones and thus get green and white progeny. 



6 
  

Paph. Angelina Kruger (P. sanderianum X P. 
haynaldianum ) is notable for great colour in the 
petal tips. The dorsal may also have a red flush 
at the proximal portion. 

Paph. Mrs. Reginald Young (P. sanderianum X 
P. lowii) is colourful with greens and red. 

Paph. Dragontale (P. sanderianum X P. 
supardii) has only 3 awards to date. The low 
number of awards is more due to the scarcity of 
the P. supardii species in cultivation ïit is hard to 
grow. The hybrid can produce handsome 
colourful flowers in shades of cream and brown. 
The gracefully swaying long, very twisted petals 
can be very impressive. The pouches are large 
and brown, the petals spotted while the large 
cream dorsal is striped dark brown. 

Paph. Sanders Parish (P. sanderianum X P. 
parishii) is a promising cross because of the 

good number of flowers. 

Crosses with P. stonei var latifolium are not too 
different from those with straight P. stonei. 

The best of the more complex crosses 
involving P.sanderianum are discussed next: 

Paph. Angel Hair (P. sanderianum X P. St 
Swithin) with 24 awards stands first for the 10 
good crosses that have been made in this 
category. It has graceful flowers, but is not a 
good parent. 

Paph. Woessner Sphinx (P. Julius X P. 
sanderianum) is the best cross for red pouches. 

Paph. Lawless Sandguard (P. Vanguard X P. 
sanderianum) has good colour and stately 

flowers. 

Paph. Screaming Eagle (P. Berenice X P. 
sanderianum) can be massive in the 4n form 

and very colourful. However it is not fertile. 

Paph. Jeri Lemacks (P. Oso Chief X P. 
sanderianum) produced some very colourful 

clones with nice petals. 

Paph. Formosa Lady (P. Susan Booth X P. 
sanderianum) produces some plants with good 

colour. 

Paph. Shin Yiôs Pride (P. Michael Koopowitz X 
P. rothschildianum) is the best of the second 
generation P. sanderianum hybrids. It is very 

colourful and usually has a red pouch. 

Paph. Shin-Yi Dragon (P. Prince Edward of York 
X P. Berenice) is another cross with many 
colourful clones. 

Paph. Shin-Yi Sanders, the back-cross of P. 
Michael Koopowitz onto P. sanderianum is a 
very promising cross whose best clones look like 
a colourful P. sanderianum. 

Paph. Land Ahoy (P. Landmark X P. 
philippinense) has two awards to date. The best 
clones can have pink pouches and nicely twisted 
long pink petals. 

Hints for future hybridizers: 

You are going to get more variation and 
therefore more chances of getting that one 
wonderful plant, if instead of doing primary 
crosses such as P. Prince Edward of York, you 
do a sib-cross of two P. Prince Edward of York. 
The progeny will still be called P. Prince Edward 
Of York, but because chromosomes exchange 
bits of themselves with their similar partners 
when they form sex cells, you will get a 
reshuffling of all the characteristics in a sib-cross 
while in a primary cross the shuffling can only 
take place within the characteristics of each of 
the parental species. The latter cross will be 
quite uniform, while the former will have a lot of 
variation. 

When selecting parents and progeny try to go for 
good spacing of the flowers on the 
inflorescence, tight curling of the petals, good 
colour, an increase in size and ease of growing- 
do make sure your selected progeny are easier 
to grow than a wild collected P.sanderianum. 

You could try to breed with Paph. gigantifolium 
or Paph. anitum to get something different 

Check ñin Charm Orchidsò on the Internet for 
more ideas. 
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A Star is born. 

Crystal Star Orchids will offer broker 
service with over 15 top orchid nurseries 

from Taiwan and the U.S.A, including: 

Ching Hua Orchids, In Charm, Krull 
Smith, and Sunset Valley. 

 
Our website will be up and running by 

mid-February. If you have any questions 
please feel free to email us at: 

crystalstarorchids@gmail.com or call 
Eric Lee at (905) 478-8398. 

 

 

Show table Comments, compiled by Inge 

Poot: 

John Doherty warned us that some so-called 
Paphiopedilum sanderianum on the market are 
actually the hybrid Paph. Prince Edward of York. 
This was a lab mistake. When choosing a 
species, it is better to go for an F5 progeny than 
an F1 one, because the former represents five 
generations of linebreeding and selecting for 
better growth and higher quality flowers while 
the F1 plant has only one generation of 
linebreeding behind it. 

Anita Kho told us that she grows her Chinese 
Paphs.(such as P.armeniacum) in coconut 
chips, charcoal and perlite. She says that Paphs 
tend to do better in small, deep pots. 

Erika Lorincz grows her Paph. venustum album 
on a cool windowsill. 

Anita Kho grows her Galeandras in clay pellets 
in a tray of water so the top is always dry and 
the roots have access to water, but Wendy 
Hoffman said that under her conditions that 
method did not work. Wendy felt that not all 
Galeandra roots are this adaptable. 

Dendrobium Wedding Bouquet was summered 
out of doors, fertilized regularly while in growth, 
then kept dry for a month after the bulbs mature 
to get better blooming. The white flowers with 
deep pink edges last one month. 

If you want a floriferous plant get the Oncidium 
Tiger Crow óGolden Girlô! 

If you love Dendrobium cuthbertsonii, but canôt 
keep it alive, try the similarely red flowered 
Dendrobium laevigatum, which is a warm grower 
and much easier to grow than the similar looking 
D. cuthbertsonii. Better yet get the cross with D. 
goldschmidtianum to get hybrid vigour for extra 
ease of growing. 

Plant of the month is Cymbidium Ruby Shower, 
grown and bloomed to perfection by Ron Weroski - a 
Japanese bred hybrid of C. devonianum × C. Rathel 
with showy long pendant spikes of fragrant maroon 
red flowers.  Ron purchased the plant from 
CalOrchids in California, where it grows outside, as 
the temperature does not fall below 50 F.  He grows 
it in his north-west facing greenhouse year-round, 
with high humidity, lots of natural light and 20-20-20 
general fertilizer once a week.  In September, the 
plant gets a dry rest until it starts spiking.  Ron says 
this cymbidium is very easy to bloom.  
Congratulations, Ron, on the beautiful blooms. 

 

Cymbidium Ruby Shower                                Photo PP 

 

Correction: Last monthΩs show table results missed 
the first place basket display submitted by Henry 
Glowka. Sorry Henry and thank you for bringing it 
in.  

 

javascript:void(0);
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January 3, 2010 Show Table by Iryna Bonya 

Class     First  Second  Third 

Class 1  
Cattleya Alliance       

Cattleya jenmanii Wendy 
Hoffman 

Rhyncholaeliocattleya 
(Potinara) Lydee 
Williamson  
John Vermeer 

Guaricyclia 
(Epicattleya)Kyoguchi ôM. 
Sanoô  
John Vermeer 

Class 2  
Paphiopedilum 

 

Paphiopedilum Michael 
Koopowitz ôCedar Barkô  
Wendy Hoffman  
 

 

Paphiopedilum venustum 
var. album  
Erika Lorincz 

 

Paphiopedilum Fanaticum  
Eric Lee 

Class 3 Phalaenopsis 
and Vanda Alliance 

 

Chiloschista sp.  
Anita Kho 

  

Class 4 Oncidium and 
Related 

 

Wilsonara Tigersette óWild 
Courtô AM/AOS  
Synea Tan 

  

Class 5  
Cymbidium 

Cymbidium Ruby 
Shower  
Ron Weroski  
 

Galeandra leptoceras 
ôFergusô CCM/AOS  
Wendy Hoffman 

 

Class 6  
Dendrobium 

 

Dendrobium nobile hybrid, 
NOID  
Rosanna Li 

  

Class 7  
All Others 

 

Paphinia Majestic  
Inge and Peter Poot     

Masdevallia mejiana ôTinaô  
Anita Kho 

Maxillaria coccinea 
óOrange Sunsetô  
Marion Curry 

Class 9 
Baskets or 
Displays 

Basket (Dendrobium Red 
Empress, Odontocidium 
Tiger Crow óGolden Girlô 
HCC/AOS, Dendrobium 
laevifolium)  
Henry Glowka 

  

 

 

 

 


