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Meeting Program Sunday, March 7, Back by popular demand, Terry Kennedy will delight us with slides from 

her trips to Guatemala. As an accredited AOS judge, Terry has travelled to this Central American republic several times, 
in order to judge orchids at shows there. This part of the world is not only chock full or orchids, it is part of what was once 
the city states of the Mayan world. So come along to the March meeting, sit back, and take in the wonders of Guatemala, 
with Terry as your guide. Sales at noon, program at 1 pm.  

 

Membership Renewal.  Don’t forget we are now into a new year. Yes, this is 2010 and you need to renew your 

membership, if you have not renewed your membership for 2010 by the March 7 meeting this will be your last newsletter 

Membership Name Tags. By wearing these we all get to know each other. Please pick yours up from the membership desk.  If you 
need a new one, you can order it from the membership desk at $10 per tag. 

Email. This newsletter is available by email. Printing and postage eat up the membership fee and leave no money for programming. 
Give the folks at the membership desk your email address and you will receive the newsletter sooner and in full colour. About half of 
the membership currently gets the newsletter by email. 

 

SOOS Orchid Show 2010. The final results indicate approximately 3235 attended the show, which makes it an average to 
good year.  Although it was fewer than last year, as we expected it would be, the show was still a success.  SOOS has 
once again produced a show to be proud of.   

I would like to extend a strong and enthusiastic thank you to everyone that contributed to the show:  committee 
members, exhibitors, judges, vendors and most importantly the volunteers.  

Immediately after the show is the perfect time to reflect.  If you can suggest any changes that would improve the show, 
please forward them to Wayne Hingston (w2hingston@yahoo.ca or 905-649-2467).  I will bring all of your contributions 
forward for consideration.  You may also verbalize them at the meeting on March 7, 2010. 

Thanks again,  Wayne Hingston, Show Chairman 

Web site: www.soos.ca ; Member of the Canadian Orchid Congress; Affiliated 
with the American Orchid Society, the Orchid Digest and the International 
Phalaenopsis Alliance. 

Membership: Annual Dues $25 per calendar year (January 1 to December 31 ).  

Membership secretary: Hesse Pommells 416-245-0369, #503-370 Dixon Road, 
Weston, Ontario, M9R 1T2  

Executive: President, Yvonne Schreiber, 905-473-3405; Vice-president and 
Treasurer, Elizabeth McAlpine, 416-487-7832; Secretary, Sue Loftus 905-839-
8281; Honorary Life Members: Terry Kennedy, Doug Kennedy, Inge Poot, 
tŜǘŜǊ tƻƻǘΣ WƻŜ hΩwŜƎŀƴΣ 5ƛŀƴŜ wȅƭŜȅΣ ²ŀȅƴŜ IƛƴƎǎǘƻƴΦ                                             

Annual Show: February 12 ς 13, 2011 
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SOOS Presidentôs Remarks  

 Fellow orchid aficionados  

  I hope all of you managed to visit our show on 
the Valentine’s Day weekend.  There were many 
beautiful plants and displays to enjoy, and there 
were certainly many tempting plants available 
for sale.  I know I was not able to resist their 
siren call.  A hearty round of thanks goes out to 
all of you who volunteered their time and 
talents to make the show the success that it 
was.  Whether you worked security or the 
plant/coat check, helped with judging, set-up or 
clean-up, or kept the food flowing in the 
kitchen, you efforts are much appreciated.  
Special thanks go out to those who donated 
plants and time to the creation of the society 
display. 

 

   There were many beautiful and interesting 
displays at our show.  Have you ever thought 
that you might like to learn how to create 
something like them?  As a society we are 
invited to enter a display at the shows that 
other societies stage.  You will have heard 
announcements from the stage asking for plants 
that can be used for these displays.  But the 
plants cannot transport and arrange 
themselves.  In order to do this we need teams 
of volunteers, who will take the plants to the 
show, put together the display and at the end of 
the show reverse the process.  Do not think that 
it would be too much to cope with getting the 
plants, transporting them and arranging them.  
These are team efforts.  Start out by helping out 
at one of the shows.  See how it is done. It can 
be a lot of fun.  The following shows are coming 
up quickly:   

Royal Botanical Gardens Orchid Society show 
February 27th and 28th,   

London Orchid Society show March 20th and 
21st,    

Chinese Artistic Orchid Society show April 10th 
and 11th,   

Ottawa Orchid Society show April 24th and 25th. 

Don’t be shy, talk to me or anyone else on the 
executive.  We are a friendly bunch. 

 

   Those of you who were in attendance at our 
last meeting on January 31st would have seen 
the presentation of “Grower of the year” 
awards to Synea Tan and John Speers for 2009 
and 2008 respectively.  If you were wondering 
“How could I win this award?”, it is quite simple.  
As with all orchid shows, the show table at our 
monthly meetings is ribbon judged.  Any plant 
brought to the table is eligible to win a first, 
second, or third place ribbon in the same 
categories that are used at a show.  Points are 
assigned for each ribbon as well as plant of the 
month.  If you enter a plant in our society 
display at any show and win a ribbon, you will 
also earn points.  A record is kept of these 
points and at the end of the year the “Grower 
of the Year” is awarded a $50 gift certificate to 
be used at our annual show. 

  

 The “Orchid Growers Tour” will take place on 
the weekend of June 12th and 13th.  You will be 
able to visit a variety of growing situations.  
These will include windowsills, under lights in 
the basement, summering outside, city 
allotment gardening and greenhouses.  This will 
be a self-guided tour.  You will choose where 
you want to go and when.  A list of the growers, 
their addresses and the hours when they will be 
open will be published in the June newsletter.   
If you  have any questions, you can contact me 
at yvonneschreiber68@gmail.com, or 905-473-
3405.  Or just speak to me at one of our 
meetings.               

Yvonne Schreiber 
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Coming Events 

February 

20, Montreal Centre Judging, Montreal 
Botanical Garden  

27-28, RBG Orchid Society Show, and Toronto Centre 
March Judging,.RBG 
 
MARCH 

7, SOOS meeting Toronto Botanical Garden, sales 12 
noon, program 1 pm. 

20-21, London Orchid Society Show  

27-28, Montreal Centre Judging and 
Orchidexpo, Montreal.  
26-27-28, Manitoba Orchid Society Show. 
 
APRIL 

3, Toronto Centre, at Toronto Botanical 

Garden, Judges training 10 am, Judging 1 pm. 

4, SOOS meeting Toronto Botanical Garden, sales 12 
noon, program 1 pm. 

9, 10, 11, Genesee Region Orchid Society 
Show,. 
10 Toronto Artistic Orchid Association show.  
10, 11 Montreal Centre Judging and 
Orchidopholie 2010 - Envirotron Pavilion - 
Ste-Foy (Québec).   

24-25, Ottawa Orchid Society Show. 

***28- May 3, AOS members meeting, 
Meridian Hotel, Oklahoma City. 

May 

1, Toronto Centre AOS judging, at 

Toronto Botanical Garden, Judges training 10 
am, Judging 1 pm. 

2, SOOS meeting Toronto Botanical Garden, sales 12 
noon, program 1 pm. 

29, Toronto/Montreal Judging Centers, Semi 
Annual Meeting, Montreal Botanical Garden , 
- Rooms 242 + 243 

 

 

 

 

 

AOS Judging Results 

Toronto Judging Centre and SOOS Show, 
February 13: 

Doritaenopsis Jia Ho Cherry x (lobbii x lindenii) 
HCC-AOS 77 points,  Eric and Ellen Lee 

Odontocidium Blackata ‘Lynne Guimond’ , HCC-
AOS 79 points, Exotic Orchids Plus. 

Sophronitis coccinea ‘Marshhollow’ CCM-AOS 
81 points, Mario and Conni Ferrusi. 

Masdevallia Sunrise Candy ‘Valentine Candy’ , 
HCC-AOS , Mario and Conni Ferrusi 

Solinidiopsis tigroides ‘Meow’ CCM-AOS 85 
points,  Mario and Conni Ferrusi 

Paphiopedilum Olympic Emerald ‘Wilson’s 
Choice’ AM-AOS 84 points, Wilson Ng. 

 

Paphiopedilum Olympic Emerald 'Wilson's Choice' AM-
AOS, 84 points                                                   photo pp 

 
AOS Show trophy: Conni and Mario Ferrusi 
 

Please note, the Toronto Judging Centre February 
and March judgings have been combined into the 
SOOS and RBG shows respectively on February 13 
and 27. 
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Notes from the Library 
    The S.O.O.S. library has a new magazine. It is 
the “British Orchid Society Orchid Journal”.  This 
magazine is published quarterly.  It joins 
“Phalaenenopsis”, the “Orchid Digest”, and 
“Orchids” on the magazine shelves on the north 
wall at the Toronto Botanical Gardens library.  
With the exception of the most recent issues, 
which can only be used in the library, you are 
able to borrow any of these magazines to read 
at home at your leisure. 

   If you are interested in borrowing books about 
orchids, there are two areas where they can be 
found at the TBG library.  The S.O.O.S. collection 
can be found on the west wall of the TBG 
library.  But don’t forget to look at the T.B.G.’s 
collection as well.  When I am considering titles 
to be added to the S.O.O.S. collection, I do 
check to make sure that the TBG does not 
already own that title in order to avoid 
duplication. 

   As members of S.O.O.S., you are able to 
borrow items from both our collection and the 
Toronto Botanical Gardens’ collection.  In order 
to borrow anything, you will need to present 
your current S.O.O.S. membership card (this is a 
very good reason to keep your membership up-
to-date).  Anything that you borrow on a 
S.O.O.S. meeting date will have to be returned 
on the next meeting date.  You can also use the 
T.B.G. library at any other time, again 
presenting your S.O.O.S. membership card, 
however these items will now be due three 
weeks from the date on which you borrowed 
them.  Any items that are late will be charged a 
late fee, but you can phone the T.B.G. library to 
request a renewal.  The library’s hours of 
operation are available on their website 
www.torontobotanicalgarden.ca/library/overvie
w.htm . 

 

Programme Notes by Inge Poot: 

On January 31, 2010 Terry Kennedy 
gave us a most informative talk on how 
to put a display together for a show. She 

obviously managed to get her points across, 
since there were many more displays this year 
at the SOOS Valentineôs Day Show that had 
their most impressive plant placed a bit off 
centre to act as a focal point. Another change I 
noted was that the number of displays with 
ñobjectsò other than orchids stealing the show 
was greatly reduced! One of the USA judges at 
our show commented on the unusually high 
number of AOS-Show-Trophy-worthy displays in 
our show! She had not seen anything like it in 
the region she usually judges in. Congratulations 
to the exhibitors and a thank you to Terry for her 
help! 

Our speaker started her talk by outlining 
how anyone can put a small display 
together, even if they have only one 
plant for it. 

To put an ñInstant Displayò together: 

Clean the plant by removing all dead sheaths, 
overly blemished leaves and dead 
inflorescences. Remove water spots with a soft 
cloth moistened with diluted milk. 

Stake all inflorescences so that they end up 
evenly distributed around the edge of the pot 
and present the flowers in a pleasing manner. 

Use small, dainty green plants such as Maiden-
hair ferns to fill spots and soften lines or hide 
containers. 

Frame your composition by placing it in a 
basket, container, on a platform or on the floor (if 
it is tall enough). In the last case define your 
edges some other way such as with moss. Use 
the moss to hide any distracting parts such as 
the pots. 

Label your plant(s).  

There are two different ways of judging 
displays.  

When judging a display for the AOS 
show trophy, it is evaluated in this way: 

General Arrangement-35% 

http://www.torontobotanicalgarden.ca/library/overview.htm
http://www.torontobotanicalgarden.ca/library/overview.htm
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Quality of Flowers- 35% 

Variety-20% 

Labeling- 10% 

When judging a display for Ribbon 
judging it is evaluated this way(unless 
requested to do it differently by the host 
society): 

Arrangement-50% 

Quality of flowers, Variety, Labels-50% 

Arrangement: 

To help with the arrangement of the flowers you 
should keep the Principles and Elements of 
design in mind. They include: 

Balance, Contrast, Dominance, Scale, Rhythm, 
Proportion. 

Balance can mean physical balance of the 
number of plants on each side of the display Or 
it can mean visual balance of plants that attract 
attention by their colour or number of flowers. To 
show an example, a big Cymbidium should be 
placed low down to decrease its ñweightò and 
little plants should be placed higher up ïit also 
makes them more visible. 

Contrast is used to add interest. Have 
contrasting plant shapes, flower colours and 
shapes, different heights, etc.  

Lights are used to heighten contrast in colours. 
Most room lights make pinks and reds look dead 
and they need an incandescent light on them to 
liven them up. But donôt have the lights glare at 
the viewer. It is a good idea to enclose spot-
lights in boxes so they donôt light up the viewers! 

Dominance refers to the visual impacts that the 
displayed plants and other features of the 
display have. 

Water simulation should not be done in white 
because it will be too visually dominant. Use 
dark blue or dark green instead. 

Huge ferns overpower orchids and are not a 
pleasing choice for displays. 

Variegated plants such as variegated spider-
plants are so colourful that they steal the show. 
It is best not to use them. 

Gates and paths are very compelling visually 
and must therefore lead to something important-
such as a stunning orchid. 

A doll centered in a display will be very dominant 
and will make the viewer think he is at a doll 
show, not an orchid show! 

The focus of a display is very important. It 
attracts the viewerôs eye and from there the eye 
can be led through the display by connected 
placing of either spots of the same colour or 
gradually changing spots of harmonizing 
colours. 

Scale refers to relative sizes of the elements of 
the display. One of the points mentioned under 
ñDominanceò about huge ferns is also a problem 
of using different scales of plants where the 
bigger plant will dominate. We want orchids to 
dominate in the display every time and therefore 
should use only plants that are visually of a 
smaller scale than the orchids. But the same 
problem can occur when using large orchids and 
miniatures in the same display. To make the 
miniatures gain in visual weight and scale they 
should be grouped together and lifted. 

Rhythm refers to the movement through the 
display. There is a trail through the display done 
with colour and with a sweep of inflorescences. 
These arches connect islands and baskets and 
should never point out of the display, because 
then the viewer will look at your neighborsô 
display, not yours. Also never go beyond the 
backdrop of a display, because this too will take 
the eye out of the display. It is like ñcolouring 
outside the lineò. 

The other aspect of rhythm is the bunching of 
plants, followed by more loosely arranged plants 
and even some empty quiet spots. An even 
distribution has no rhythm. 

Proportion refers to balancing colours of 
different visual impacts. White, Yellow and pale 
pink really stand out. One plant of that colour will 
need several of a dark colour to balance it. 
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The golden or divine proportion, also called 
among other names the golden or the mean 
ratio is a good ratio to use to achieve a result 
that is pleasing to the human eye. This might be 
so because most classical buildings were build 
so that the ratio of the longer side to the shorter 
was 1.6180339887é or the Greek letter phi- 
and we are used to it! Keplerôs, or the golden 
triangle is a version of this and is used by flower 
arrangers. This is an isosceles triangle with the 
two equal sides a multiple of 2.6 (1+ phi) and the 
shorter side equal to the same multiple of 1.6 
(phi). Putting this triangle onto one of its long 
sides gives a most pleasing outline for a display. 
Check Wikkipedia for more ideas on how to 
place the focus in accordance with the golden 
ratio. 

Variety: 

Variety can be achieved in many different ways. 
It can mean many different genera. It can mean 
different colours. Or use different colours of one 
cross. 

However, there has to be some connection as 
well. For instance, placing a lone Miltoniopsis in 
one corner of a display of ñtoadyò 
Paphiopedilums will look out of place. 

Labels: 

The label writing should be legible from a bit of a 
distance, the names should be properly spelled 
(you can check AQ+ or Orchid Whiz for proper 
spelling) 

The colour of the label itself should blend into 
the background. Colours, such as olive-green or 
black, do this well. You can use a computer to 
print the labels, but the writing on a black 
background should be a light colour such as 
white or silver. White labels donôt work. 

Other Comments on Design: 

Dramatic backdrops are hard to use, because 
they steal the show. 

Burlap is a dead colour and is best avoided. 

Windows are very poor backgrounds for a 
display, because even if they are covered, light 

will often seep through and give you very 
unflattering back-lighting for your display. 

Rock walls seem to work very well as a 
background. 

Lattice is too busy. It is worse if it is painted a 
redwood colour! 

Hanging inflorescences are hard to display. 

Branches of inflorescences or trees can be used 
for a waterfall effect, but just be sure they donôt 
take you out of the display. 

Columnar cacti are a poor choice as a green 
filler plant, because they take the eye ñoutside 
the boxò. 

If you use wood in a display try to use the shape 
of the wood to harmonize with the plants. Donôt 
fill the entire space allotted to you for your 
display. Leave some empty or ñquietò spots. 

A terrarium may work really well as an enclosure 
for a display. 

Trees in a display tend to remove plants so far 
from the viewer that they are hard to see. 

Palms are hard to use, because they have such 
visually strong foliage. 

Big gobs of Spanish moss donôt work. 

Containers that are all different donôt work. 
Cover pots even if they are all the same, 
because they may be visually too dominant, or 
even if the pots are all the same, some may be 
stained with salts or algae, 

You could put a piece of dark cloth over the pots 
and hide the whole with a bit of greenery. 

Bringing the Plants to the Show Venue: 

Protect the flowers in transit to the show. Tie up 
the inflorescences so that they cannot wave 
around and bang into anything. Protect 
individual flowers with excelsior, pillow stuffing or 
tissue paper wound around the stem of the 
flower and the ends twisted together with damp 
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fingers. Remove all these protections once the 
plant is placed in the display. 

Goals of Putting Up A Display: 

To create beauty and harmony while expressing 
your artistic talent. Remember simplicity works 
best, so donôt use too many props. But above all 
have fun and share your orchid hobby with like-
minded people! 

Grower of the Year Award 
The president in her message reported the 
awarding of this annual award based on points 
earned by members through participation on the 
monthly show table and in SOOS exhibits in 
shows. The purpose of the award is to recognize 
excellence in orchid culture and, encourage the 
sharing of culture information with the 
membership. Please share your experiences with 
us. The rules for the award are as follows: 

 

× The individual earning the most 
points during a calendar year will be 
ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ Ȱ'ÒÏ×ÅÒ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
9ÅÁÒ Ȱ Á×ÁÒÄȢ 

 

× The award will be presented at the 
January meeting of the Southern 
Ontario Orchid Society, and will 
consist of a gift certificate in the 
amount of $50.00 that can be used at 
our annual show. 

 

× Awarding of points 
 

Á Plants displayed on 
the show table at our 
monthly meetings, as 
well as plants that are 
used in any SOOS 
display at an orchid 
show can earn points. 

Á Points will be awarded 
on the basis of first, 
second and third place 
designations or 
ribbons, as well as 
Ȱ0ÌÁÎÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÎÔÈȱ ÏÒ 

Ȱ"ÅÓÔ ÏÆ ÃÌÁÓÓȱ Á×ÁÒÄ 
at a show. 

Á A third place ribbon 
will earn the grower 
one point, second 
place earns two points 
and first place earns 3 
points.  A plant that is 
ÄÅÓÉÇÎÁÔÅÄ Ȱ0ÌÁÎÔ ÏÆ 
the ÍÏÎÔÈȱȟ ÏÒ ×ÉÎÓ 
Ȱ"ÅÓÔ ÏÆ ÃÌÁÓÓȱ ÁÔ Á 
show will earn the 
grower a bonus of five 
points.  
 

 

 
Potinara Joe DiCiommo and Joe Diciomo     photo pp 

 
 
Plant of the month ï Potinara Joe 

DiCiommo grown by Joe DiCiommo (of 
course!) - beautiful orchid all covered in 
bloom.  Joe says he took this orchid for 
judging but was told that the plant does 
not have enough blooms.  óWell!ô said 
Joe ï and we already know what he 
does when he says ñWell!ò ï he moves 
the culprit orchid across his greenhouse 
for about 15 feet!  The poor plant usually 
breaks into spikes right away.  
As for the other cultural tips, Joe grows 
the potinara in his greenhouse where he 
mists his orchids 2-3 times a day with 
the mist so fine that they get dry in half 
an hour.  The plant grows in a clay pot 
with open medium and is quite pot-
bound for its size.  
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January 31, 2010 Show Table 

  

Class  First  Second  Third  

  

Class 1  

Cattleya Alliance  

  

Potinara  

DiCiommo Regina Celia  
Joe DiCiommo  

  

  

Brassolaeliocattleya 
Hawaii Stars óParadiseô  
John Vermeer  

  

Potinara  
Burana Beauty óBuranaô 
AM/AOS  
John Vermeer  

  

Cattleyopsis cubensis  
Calvin Lo  

  

  

Sophrocattleya  
Royal Beau ôAliiô  
John Vermeer  

  

Potinara  
Lynette and Alan x 
Sophrolaeliocattleya 
Newberry Promise  
John Vermeer  

  

  

Class 3  

Phalaenopsis and 
Vanda Alliance  

  

  

Phalaenopsis  
Brother Sara Gold óPeachô  
Linda Gough  

  

  

Phalaenopsis  
Summer Wine óStone 
Riverô HCC/AOS x 
Brother Precious 
Stones óCrown for Plum 
Tartô AM/AOS  
Don Wyatt  

  

  

Phalaenopsis  
Mini Mark óHolmô  
Don Wyatt  

  

  

Class 6  
Dendrobium  

  

  

Dendrobium  
Little Green Apples  
Kelli Miles  

  

  

Dendrobium hybrid  
Star Dust (?)  
Henry Glowka  

  

  

  

Class 7  

All Others  

  

  

Coelogyne cristata  
Sue Loftus  
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SOOS SHOW WINNERS 

Ribbon winners in the SOOS display 

(Eligible for points toward Grower of the Year Award) 

First place ribbons:  

Sc Royal Beau 'Alii', First in class 24 Cattleya hybrids and intergenerics other than above - splash petal/ other 
colours, John Vermeer 

Dtps.unnamed, First in class 57 Phalaenopsis/ Doritaenopsis hybrids - other colours - with or without markings, 
multifloral, Yvonne Schreiber 

Phal. Spirit House 'Red Wine' AM/AOS, First in class  56 Phalaenopsis/ Doritaenopsis hybrids - other colours - with/ 
without markings., Yvonne Schreiber 

 

Second place ribbons: 

P. Jiahbao Sweetie  'Lighten',  Class 46, Phalaenopsis/ Doritaenopsis hybrids - White - Spots/bars/blush/stripes, Max 
Wilson and Jay Norris 

Rhyncostele uro-skinneri, Class 77, Odontoglossum species (Cuitlauzina, Lemboglossum, Osmoglossum, 
Otoglossum, Rossioglossum, Symphyglossum, Systeloglossum, Ticoglossum), Mario Ferrusi 

Paph. Hampshire Treasure 'Yvonne' AM/AOS,  Class 37 Paphiopedilum hybrids ï vinicolours, Yvonne Schreiber 

Pot Sedona's Behold 'Fabrice' HCC / AOS, Class 18, Cattleya hybrids and intergenerics other than above - 
Lavender/Mauve, flowers larger than 10cm in natural spread, John Vermeer 

Pot. Burana Angel 'Brilliant Embers' HCC / AOS, Class 21, Cattleya hybrids and intergenerics other than above - 
Yellow, orange, flowers 10 cm or less in natural spread, John Vermeer 

 

Third Place ribbons: 

Dend. Aussie's Chip, class100,  Miniature species, hybrids & intergenerics - all classes except Cattleya & allied 
genera as covered in class 26.  Only plants not entered elsewhere, Max Wilson and Jay Norris 

Phal. Uspice Red Sun, Class 49, Phalaenopsis/ Doritaenopsis hybrids - Pink - No markings, Max Wilson and Jay 
Norris 

Pot Burana Beauty 'Burana' HCC / AOS, Class 24, Cattleya hybrids and intergenerics other than above - splash petal/ 
other colours, John Vermeer 

Phalaenopsis amabalis, Class 43,  Doritis & Phalaenopsis species, John Spears 

 


